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HEART of OAK, 

THE 

BRITISH BULWARK. 

SHEWING, 

I. Rcafons for paying greater attention to the propagation of Oak 

Timber than has hitherto been manifefled. 

II. The infufficiency of the prefent laws to prevent the want or 

fcarcity of that commodity. 

III. The teftimony of fome of the mod eminent timber merchants, 
fhipwrights, &c. proving not only the great decreafe, but the 
proportionate decreafe for thirty or forty years laft pad, of the full 
grown timber fit for the navy or merchants fervice, in the principal 
timber counties throughout the kingdom. 

IV. That the negledt of planting, if not immediately remedied, will 

be the ruin of this kingdom. 7 

V. The Author's opinion what methods would be moft effectual to 

prevent this calamity. 

Humbly offered to his Majefty and the Parliament, as well as to all 

Proprietors of land in Great-Britain. 



By ROGER FISHER, 

SHIPWRIGHT of Liverpool. 
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Sir Ellis Cunliffe, Bart 



Member of Parliament for Liverpool, and 
Member of that truly noble Society for the 
Encouragement of Arts, Manufactories, and 
Commerce. 




Worthy Sir, 

T is to you I addrefs the following (heets, 
intreating your patronage y and that you 
will be pleaied to introduce the feme to that ho- 
nourable body of gentlemen, (b eminently di£» 
tinguifhed for their truly patriotic zeal for the 
welfare of thefe kingdoms, 7 he Society for en~ 
couraging arts, manufactories, aifd commerce, 
whofe fervices to the public, in the annals of 
ages to come, will fhke illuftrious, and whofe 
names will always be revered in the breaft of e- 
very lover of liberty. 

A x I 



I (hall always efteem it as the higheft ho- 
nour done tome, if my mean abilities and at- 
tempts for the fervice of the public, (b far meet 
with your approbation, as to be worthy the no- 
tice of fb refpe&able a body. 

When I view the public advertifements from 
that great fociety, and the encouragement of- 
fered to every free-born Briton to exercife their 
talents for the good of their country ; and that 
freedom of accefs, with which they invite his 
Majefty's fubje&s to communicate whatever may 
be apprehended to be for the good of commu- 
nity ; this gives me boldnefs to addrefs you. 

The fubje& is fo interefting, I cannot make 
further apology ; and the confequences attend- 
ing it are of fb weighty a nature, that it has 
long remained as a fire in my breaft ; infbmuch 
that whilft my mean abilities and expectation 
from abler pens ftruggled together, love to my 
king and country caught the flame, fb that I 
can no longer forbear to communicate the truth j 
in hopes that by your means not only that pa- 
triotic body, of which you are a member, may 
be acquainted therewith, but, through their 
means, his majefty and the auguft aflembly of 

the 
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the nation may be -thoroughly apprifed of the 
impending danger thefe kingdoms are threaten- 
ed with. Which by an unufual infenfibility has 
been increafing for almoft half a century, by 
the vaft exertion and increafe of our maritime 
force 5 fo that our magazines of timber for the 
navy and merchants feryice are* in a manner, ex- 
haufted. And as I prefiime few are better ac- 
quainted from whence we draw our fupplies 
than myfelf," nor more fenfible of the difficulties 
which we do* or are likely to labour under, I 
can no longer remain in (Hence. 

The patriot zeal you have always (hewed 
for the public, and your honourable ftation as 
a member of the Houfe of Commons, and one 
of the representatives of the flourifhing trading 
town of Liverpool, induces me to believe, that, 
as one of your conftituents, I (hall obtain free 
accefs to your underftanding. And if, on ma- 
ture deliberation, the truths I have endeavour- 
ed to fet forth appear to you in their true light, 
it will be an honour both to you, and even thofe 
in the higheft ftation in the kingdom, to appear 
foremdft in redreffing the grievance. 

If 



( vi ) 

If love and zeal For my country have cauted 
me, in the following lines, to exceed the bounds 
of modefty in expreflion, or that I have been 
guilty of tautology in the one fobjcd, Heart 
of Oak 5 pardon my weaknefs. For thoughts 
cannot conceive, nor tongue utter, a greater 
neceffity of redreffing the grievance pointed at, 
than the nature of the riling calls k>r. 

Therefore I humbly recommend the fubjeft 
to your ferious conlideration, and to all well* 
withers of our happy eftablimment. 

And (ublcribe myfelf, 

Worthy Sir> 

Tour mofl humhtc 

and obedient Servant y 

Roger Fisher. 
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fTtO make apology for appearing in print pn a fubjed fo iatereft* 



"*" iqg to the whole kingdom, would be rather a crime than a 
yiftue. It j» a iubjeft truly worthy the attention of the beflt of 
kings* tb§ parliament of Gs&trJhbm, and .tfo nation in gene- 
ral- 
The 4ecrea& gf <pk .timber fes been jnatter of ob&rvation and 

CQnyerfc^ for tmpy yeatt. in March, J756, the Honourable 
Heufc of jConoflfto^s arctc pkafed (to enquire into the merits of the 
cgufe; whether (the confonaption was greater than the growth? 
And if planting feveral coqampne might not be of fervice to pro- 
du,cc ,a quantity of 09k to fupply the navy ? And as my informant 
observes, after, examining fevetal witqeifes, as, Home of his majef- 
ty'fi purveyors, eminent flnpwrights and timber merchants, the 
general opinion wa$> that the large oak limber, particularly near 
the fea coaft, was much exhausted. Upon which the Several adts 
lor preferring oak were ordered to be read ; and an a& pafled for 
planting thofe commons. — - If fuch an aft did pais, I have never 
heard that it was put in execution. 

I verily believe the true reafon why fome of our counties have 
been fuffercd to be wholly .exhaufted ; and others of our chief 
nurferies nearly fo too, is, hecaufe the real proportionate decrease was 
never afcertained -, ^ther^ifc, it had not efcaped the wifdom of osr 

legiflature 
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legiflature, fo as to permit the kingdom to be drained as it is.-— 
Had it been juftly demonftrated in March, 1756, that one half, 
two thirds, or three fourths of the large fized timber had been cut 
down in the fpace of the laft thirty or forty years ; and fuppofing 
the fame cohfumption to continue, a judgment might have been 

formed of the duration of the reft. — For every eminent dealer in 
timber, that has been a confiderable time in bufinefs can point out* 
in his own country, the particular woods that were fending <wh*n 
he entered into trade, and what now remain ; whereby a proper 
eftimate, amounting almoft to a certainty, might be afcertained. 

It is upon this principle I have made toy. own obfervations, of 
the proportion of the decreafe, for many years ; and the teftltao- 
nies I have colle&ed from the principal dealers, in general, corre- 
fpond in this method. There is no more difficulty in knowing 
the ftate of the magazines of timber in England, than of any other 
material attending the navy, or merchants fcrvice ; but only on 
account o£ the diftance and extenfivenefa thereof, and the expence 
that naturally occurs in an enquiry of this kind, which is quite in- 
confiderable, in comparifon of the benefit which would arife to 
the ftate from a knowledge of this nature ; and the inexpreffible 
advantage of providing in time againft all events. 

To remedy the grievance pointed at, the landed intereft only 
can be conducive. Yet proprietors of land have, in general, laid 
afide planting; but have been very intent upon cutting down what 
their anceftors provided. Not only preferring present intereft to 
public utility, but, like the oftrich, forgetting their tender off- 

fpring; 
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fpring ; not confidcring how foon this nation may be crushed by 
its enemies, when once dripped of oak timber ; and that refource 
comes to fail, its ancient and natural defence. Which at this time is 
nearly the cafe of half the three kingdoms. If true patriotifm and 
care for pofterity were fincereiy united in the breaft of a gentleman 
poflefled of a plentiful eftate of land, he would foon find himielf 
determined to take a furvey of his ground, and to fow with acorn$ 
all the remote fkirts, uncultivated pieces, and all fuch parts a& 
were not adapted to agriculture. And by this means he would not 
only provide for the fafety and profperity of his country in general, 
but (from thofe parts of his land, which, at prefent, are fcarce ef- 
teemed worthy of regard) in the (pace of eighty or one hundred 
years his own fucceffors, in particular, might reap a crop, the va- 
lue of his whole eftate. 
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The INTRODUCTION. 

OHEJT ING tbe necejfity of tbe utmoft attention being given 
to the prorogating tbatjlrengtb of Great-Britain, tbe Heart of 
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fpeedily remedied, is likely to be the ruin of tits kingdom. 
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PART t 

Shewing, thai there is a neceffityfor the utmoft attention to be given 
to the propagating that ftrengtb of Great Britain^ the Heart 
of Oak* 

IN attempting to fet forth the neceffity of a more due at- 
tention to the propagating of oak timber, it appears to me 
expedient, to take fome notice of the prefent flourifhing 
ftate of Great Britain * which, at this period, is advanced to fuch 
an height of imperial dignity, as no other empire, in the known 
world, every arrived at. 

It is true, divers ages have feen the rife and fall of a number 
of powerful monarchies $ which did command more univerfal fub- 
jc&ion, by fubduing and enflaving their co-temporary nations, 
and fpreading their arbitrary dominion over the known world. 

B But 
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Bat the motives, from which the monarchy of fuch kingdoms, 
a&ed, appear to have been pride, rapine, and reftlefs defire after 
de%otk power : and inftead of meriting the character of righteous 
and gfaeieue fcverc ign s» they hav* perpetuated to po fterity the 
infamous name of tyrants ; and, as the due reward of their in- 
juftice, have been, one after another, tumbled down into the moft 
iibjedt ftate of dependence ai*4 flaverjf. * It is with pleafure. we 
behold a' different conduct in Great Britain : Dominion of another 
kind is difplayed* and the throne graced. with fuperior dignity. 

The Britifh nation, being provoked to take up arms in defence 
of -her own territories, and, in the courfe of the late war, ha- 
ving conquered fo much of tfce enemy's, dominion?,, inftead of the 
conquered provinces and ifland? having occafion to complain of. 
being brought into bondage or flavery, their property is fecured in, 
a firmer manner than it wa& before : and thofe beniga 'm#&ence*> 
which the Britiih con ft itution pours down upon her.fons, immediately, 
take place on them* in the fame manner a* if they were free born, 
fubje&s : and the fuperior advantages which, > as a trading, 
people,, they have enjoyed- under the Britifli administration*. 
Have, bepn fq fenfibly, felt by them* that, in thofe places .which . 
were to be reftored, inconsequence of the peace, fonje of the 
people have declared, that it was with regret they were obliged to» 
return, to then: native, gevejpor*, *-*•+-. A ft range contraft ! fueh as 
fpw ages have fypdUiced. Put fo truly, great is the dignity of our 
ftate,, to ..otipofL her favours along with her conquefts, . and em-, 
ploy t&aj$ftic pow/tf ia mating. n»n£i»d happy ; while fhe curbs, 
the. arabUripD.of tyxants, w& di{jp\%y$ fovereign dominion in its 
genuine beneficence, in the four quarters of the globe. 

The happipefi of ovrr coaftiturtioo is owing to the kind provi-. 
dence of God, in^goanting* us a Wift -and gracious government : J : 
hut the extent of oup influence abroad*, ifc owing to the fame kind 
psoyidencpf n in granting u§. thojfe hlefli^gs of nature* whereby we 

have - 
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have been enabled to exert fiach a vaft naval power, as no former 
age ever produced — While our fuperior fleets have been em* 
ployed, in conjunction with our armifcs abroad, that harmonious 
unanimity which has fubfifted between our land and fea offi- 
cers, and that inextirtguilhable fervour, with which they' ha fe 
executed their orders, has not only made conquefts eafy, but that 
fbpef iority, which we have maintained by fea> has fecured us from 
*he r jborrors of becoming the feat of wat. We have had con- 
tinued tranquility at home, to provide magazines ; at the fame 
tim? we have enjoyed the benefit of trade* to enrich Our 
iubje&s, at the coft and difadvantage of our eitemies;'-*—— Thus 
Qr^ftt Britain enjoys, fefie protection, hdlcfe 1 the dominion <jf 
tfre fea> and gathers richer from all parte of the earth, by the 
Hrength of her navil force. 

It may not be impertinent, by way of digreffion, to glance at 
the different jnonafchies which have been in the world ; and 
(hew, how the cgnaexions wt have had with fome of them, have, 
by dear bought experience, in the end, had this tendency, to 
awake us to eonfider our own intereft as a maritime power, 
which is> to maintain a fuperioiity by fea. 

The Aflyrians made great devaftation, efpecially in the north* 

m m 

era parts, conquering, fpoiling, and carrying captive many na- 
tions, and making great advances towards univerfal monarchy ; 
which, however, they never obtained, being ftill withftood by 
the united powers of Egypt, Ethiopia,* and other fouthern na* 
tions: but this introduced the Babylonifh monarchy, which, 
like a torrent, foon fabdued the conquerors, the conquered, and 
dl thofe powers which hitherto had made refinance. 

Then the Medes and Perfians feize upon the kingdom of Ba- 
bylon, and exercife the fame defpotic fway, until the fierce 

B 2 Grecian 

* Not the country now called Ethiopia, bat fome part of Arabia. 
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Grecian comes like a deluge, and carries away their power* as. 
ty a {form ; fpreads defolation through the world, and dividfes. 
vaft empires into different parts : then the fwift eagle mounts 
aloft, and antient Rome gives law to all the world; 

Their power was extended by the ufe of {hips (to Britons, 
in thofe days, almoft unknown ;) and thefe ifles were fubje&ed to 
the Roman yoke ; and, for near five hundred years, they main- 
tained their , poffeffion. The world being now divided into 
eaftern and weftern monarchies, the Vandals, Goths, ' and other 
fierce unpolifhed nations made incurfions into the empire ; over- 
ran a great part of Europe, and made fuch devastation, that 
the eagle's wings were clipped, and the greatnefs of her power 
iybfided. — Only in the eaft {he retained lome dominion, until' 
t^c Saracens and Turks fpread their empire in Alia, Africa, and 
part of Europe ; whereby all the remains of the old Roman pow- 
er became extindt. 

The inteftine broils amongft the ancient Britons (when de- 
feated by the Romans) introduce the Saxons 5 who not only 
gain footing in this ifle, but, in fpitp of all the efforts made a*- 
' gainft them, eftablifh the heptarchy, or the feven kingdoms of 
the Anglo-Saxons \ from whence we derive the nameofEng-. 
lifh meq. 

A continued fe^ies of divifion among Britons, Romans, Sax-, 
ons, Pidts, and Scqts, encourages the piratical Danes, for the 
fgke of plunder, to m^ke infurfions. They are often repulfed; 
but, having tafted the fweets of this fruitful foil, come forth in. 
greater, numbers, frpm theif injiofpitable fhores,. and tranf-. 
plant themfclves into divers parts of this kingdom. — *■*■ Thus,, 
by means 01 (hip?, the land fufFered many invafions ; while bur; 
anceftors were unable either to retaliate the infults, or defend- 
themfelyes, for want of unanimity in e?ertipg : the natural Strength; 
ctfBritaip,. 

We 
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We find indeed, c That this nation, whilft under the Roman 
« adminiftration, did once declare its independency, under the 

* conduit of Caraufius, the Roman general, or rather admiral ; 

* who had beea declared a rebel by the emperor Maximian : he 
' revolting, with the whole fleet, and failing to Britain, was joy- 
c fully received, both by the Britons, and the Roman legions and 

* auxiliaries, who proclaimed him emperor y and, by increa- 
c fing his navy, he became fo powerful, that Maximian was 
' compelled to purchafe peace, by owning Caraufius emperor 

* in Britain. During his life* our anceftors were entirely freed . 
c from their obedience to the Roman empire; and Lord' 

< Cork's observations of him are, " Had Caraufius been a land 
'< officer, all his fchemes mud have proved abortive/ 9 But from 
thofe particulars of his life which have reached our times, he- 
appears to have been as fuccefaful as he was wicked, r as bold 
' as he was powerful, and as fit to command as he was ready 
« to execute. ■■ To him we owe the firft dawning of our 

' naval power : a power which has fince appeared in its me* 
4 ridian glory.. From his conduct we were apprifed of our na- 
' tural Strength as an ifland : a ftrength that cannot fail us, if 
' properly exerted, to the end of the world.'*- 

We have- another inftance in the reign of Alfred. It is faid, 
' He (ludied the art of fhip-building, fo as to reduce it to a 
« fcierice ; and>, from confidering the conftrudion of the Danish 
< vefiels, invented others,, which had an advantage over them. 

* They were built in the form of gallies, ufually carrying fixty 

* oars,, and were. Icmger, larger, fteadier, fwiftcr, and higher 
'than the Danes : and by thefe he destroyed, not lefs than twenty 
c privateers, in the compafs of a year: 9 which is, as the writer* 
farther obferves, ' a plain demonftration of the utility of Alfred's. 

I invention* 

* §ee Rider's Hiftory of England, vol. I. . 



4 inv^nfionrj t£ well jte a * Jpffba to all Succeeding monarchs, that 
f . t^e.bul warjc Qf this iflftrid is a naval fcrfce/ ■ ■ ' 
. l&tbe/rfign of E4gar, itis-faid, *« He guarded Ms coafts with 
< t a* fcfttt&ibfe fleet, fer fuperior to any that had been fitted out 
'-by'aoy of his.prcdeceffors/ and 'more powerful than thofe of afl 
*] the European princes, Joined together/— The liutaber of veflels 
which compofed his navy are varioufly related by different authors/ 
Some &y, ' -it amounted to no lefe than four thoufand . fail/ O- 
tiw8 again, wkfc more credibility* fetile it at three thoufand fix 
hundred ; . and thai he divided them into three fleets, of twelve 
hundred each..* Others reduce th*m to a thoufand -f- (which may 
be no contradi&ion, iuppofing one to fpeak of all the veflels of 
force, and another to include all the fmall craft attending them.) 
But, upon the whole, it appears that our anceftors, fo long ago, 
were very fenfible that their natural defence confided in maintain- 
log a fuperiority by fea- 

But alas ! the different competitors amongft the conquerors 
would never let this unhappy iflc long enjoy the fruits of Peace, nor 
unite to exert the ftrength of Britain for the common fafety. ■ ■■ 
The Norman tyrant, by the>attle of Haftings, gives the flniftiing 
ftroke to the power of all the former. The devaftation made by 
f^ifii and fword, famine and peftilence, is enough to make the 
ftoufeft heart to fh adder : property changed, eftates confifcated, 
nfctbility banifhed, and Grangers placed in their room : the whole 
land a fcene of bloodfhed and daughter.-- Yet it is obferved, fbon 

r 

after he mounted the throne, a fet of banditti, or robbers, in- 
fefted the country, flickering therafelves in the woods ; with 
which the kingdom was, at this time, almoft over-grown ; but 
has been gradually decrcafing ever fince. 

And 
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And it appears, fo early as tbe reign of Henry the fecond, how 
jealous the government was of the decreafe of woods : for a 
law was made, that no rata (bodd boy, or fell, any (hip to be 
ftnt out of England ; not fhould carry, or caufe to be carried, 
any timber out of England.* 

And now, by the happy revolution from popery, we are be- 
come a flourifhing, free people ; and, by the happy union be- 
tween England and Scotland, we are become one people \ and as 
we have long beep fenfcble that a maritime force is the ftrength 
of this nation : thefe are reaibrts fufficient, not only for perpe- 
tuating unity among ourfelves, . but for paying a more due attention 
to tbe propagating of that valuable part of 4ur treafiire, the heart 
of aai* The welfare of our king and country, our religion, 
laws, aad- liberty dfepend upon it; for, without the art of (hip- 
building, and proper materials wherewith to conftruft (hips, we 
frail foon become a prey to the next afpiring invader. 

It. may be deemed impertinent ^ in treating on this fubjeft, to 
intermix, with it any part of hiftory, as it has no relation to the. 
iircreafeor. decreafe of oak, timber, and is foreign to the purpofe.— -> 
It is true, that the fubjedts are very different ; nor do I pretend i 
%o be an hHlorian; only to note what every -intelligent perfon,, 
who has read the hiftory of hi* native country, ma/eafily ob- 
ferve y for it is impolfible that a perfon of due attention, who .• 
is but moderately acquainted wkh the tranfaftions of former ages, 
and has beep a fpedator. of the two late wars, and obferved the 
changes that have happened in Europe, , but, if he loves his 
country, will naturally enquire where lies its chief ftrength : and ? 
if he refle&s how this ifland has been expofed to invafions, revo- 
lutions, defolation, and definition, in former ages, through 

the neglelt of a proper ufe of our timber, and confiders the con-- 

trafti 

« 
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'* Sec Riders Hiftory of England, vol. VII. ptg»i84». 
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trail between thofe times and the prefent, fince there has been 
fuch a vaft exertion of our natural ftrength ; and if he then ob- 
ferves the prodigious consumption of our timber, he will be fur- 
prized to think it has been negle&ed fo long, and will naturally 
conceive, that, if it is not feafonably retrieved, the fame effe&s 
that enfued upon the negied of the ufe, will, in time, enfue 
from the neglect of propagation. 

Therefore, though I be defpifed and derided for intermeddling 
in politicks, as npt being equal to the tafk, I will fpeak, for the 
good of my country, and not regard what any one fhall think 
or fay of me. I will not join in the publick clamour concerning 
the decreafe of oak timber merely from hear- fay ; but will relate 
what, by ocular demonjlration, I know to be fa&, and what I have 
had from others wbofe tefiimony is undeniable —Having been con- 
cerned as a dealer in timber, or fhipwright, in twelve different 
counties ; particularly acquainted with North and South Wales, 
and a great part of the counties from whence we draw our fup- 
plies, both for the navy and the merchants fervice. My own 
certain knowledge of the cafe is the fole motive of my appearing 
in public : for which I fhall make no other apology than this, Is 

there not a caufe ? The queftion is not, whether I be equal to 

the tafk I have undertaken ? but, whether thofe refources, on 
which depends the prefervation of our ftate, be equal to the 
weight they have to fupport ? 

Let Britons confider, that the grand monarchies of Babylon, 
Perfia, Greece, and Rome, are no more. And let them en- 
quire of any who are acquainted with the hiftory of thofe em- 
pires, how came the kingdom of Babylon to fink under the arms 
of Perfia ? How came the Perfian power to melt away before 
the Greeks ? How came the kingdom of Macedon to fall into the 
bands of the Romans ? How came the weftern Roman empire to 
be ruined by the northern invafions ? How came the empire of 

Conftantinople 
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Constantinople to be fwallowed up by the Turks. *-- — They frill 
tell you, the gates of deftru&ion, to every one of thefe powers* 
were opened by fupinenefs ; for they neglected making proper 
ufe of the power which God had put into their hands ; and did 
not pay a due attention to the neceffary means for preferving that 
power with which they were intrafted. 

The fovereign hand of Providence operates by the ufe of pror 
per means ; and when a people grow remifs, fupine, and mat* 
tentive to their own conftitution, and become infenfible of the 
favours put into their hands, fo as to negleft the means of pre- 
ferving them, they -are no longer fit for empire : then the fove- 
reign difpofer of kingdoms removes the : diadem to another 
land. .-...« . . -. t • 

Let us take a view of our deliverances, both from the foreign 
mvafions and inteftihe diftraftions under which our fathers groaned 
in former ages : what wonderful prefervations we have had from 
threatened invafions, and the profound machinations of inveterate 
acl^erfaries in later days ! We have feen the Spanifh monarchy 
afpiring after extent of power, and particularly fending forth ter- 
rible menaces againft this ifle ; now, "for Tome ages, upon the de- 

r 

cline. France, who foh fome centuries has been endeavour- 

ing to bring the EiittJpcan powers info fubjedion, and by the vaft 
exerttori-cff her terrene and maritime force, had .rendered herfdf 
fo formidably that, as I have been informed, T it was faid to 
Peter the Great of Riiffia, when on his travels ' through France* 
and beholding hdr inward polity; extent of dominion, nurfiber 
of fea-ports in the Channel and Mediterranean, her inoreafing 

* • » t 

power in Afia, Africa, and America, " That (he bid fair for u- 
" niverfal empire of the feas and Europe/— But we have feen her 
glory fade, and the chief dominion committed into the hands of 

Great Britain. 

• ;: C And 
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Aqd now we may behold, with admiration, the peculiar fa-, 
vpurs conferred upon us, and the ineftimable bleffings which we 
enjoy ! and (hall we remain infenfihle ? — Shall we, after we have 
for ages indefatigably ftrugglcd for vidtory, and been crowned 
with fuch glorious fuccefs, neglect any meafures that human pru- 
dence can di&ate, confident with honour, juftice, and the faith of 
treaties, to maintain that fuperiority by fea, of which we are now 
poffefled ? 

Great Britain now reigns triumphant in hernatural element, ref^ 
pe&cd and feared by her neighbours, flouri filing in peace and: 
commerce ; and that upon the principles of juftice, truth, and 
generality. May (he long retain the fame fentiments of liberty 

and power which her fons now enjoy ! But let us remember*, 

that all things have their mutations. If ever there proves a de- 
fed in any part of our maritime ftrength, we (hall not want for, 
rivals— Suppofing us hereafter to be blefled with the fame wis- 
dom in our adminiftration, the fame prudent condud: in our com*, 
manders, the fame invincible valour in our men, and the fame 
refources of treafure as at prefent ; yet if our magazines be deprived . 
of one principal material for execution, it will render all our in- 
tended atchieyements abortive — Such a principal material is the 
Ifeart of Qak. If this cannot be found Sufficient to fupply us with . 
due ftrength of {hipping, all our other implements of. war by fea - 
will be rendered ufelefs, and. our warlike genius can no more be 
difplayed upon the ocean. — Then what will become of the glory 
of this realm ? -~ Thefe are the re^fona which induce me to (hew 
that there is an abfolute ncceffity for a more ftridfc attention being 
paid to the propagating of oak timber than has hitherto been ma> 
aifefted on this important fubje£t« 
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Proving that the laws already in being are infufficient to prevent the 

nation from being divejled of this commodity. 

In which I have endeavoured to colleEl and tranfcribe fome of thofe 
laws that have been made in the different reigns, for the prefer- 
vation and propagation of oak timber ; by which it appears that 
the parliament of Great-Britain was always fenfible that the 
firength of the nation wholly depended on having fuffcient mate- 
rials for a maritime power j and particularly 'Heart of. Oak; 
as appears by the different a£ls annexed. 

Stat. 35. Hen. VIII. C. 17. 
'117 HERE coppices are felled at or under 24 

' J?* «? J£2 y cws s rowth ' thcre *•? bc left in cyc| y 

page 39 *• acre I? ftandils of oak? i and if fo many do not 

grow there, then it {hall be fupplied with the 
like number of elm, a(h, afp, or beech ; or for every ftandil not 
fo left, the owner forfeits w. 6d. 

Thefe ftandils mud pot be felled till they are ten inches fquarc* 
within three feet of the ground*, under the forfeiture of y. 6d. 

If felled above 24 years growth, and not leaving fo many ftan- 
dils, &c. forfeits per ftandil. 6s. Bd. 

But fuch ftandils may be felled for the ufe of the owner of the 
foil in building, &c. 

Underwoods felled at 14 years growth, {hall for fix years after- 
wards be preferved from deftrudion of cattle, or the owner (hall 
forfeit for every rood, per month, unfenced y. 4/ ■ This 

muft be done by him who hath a lawful intereft and pofleffion 

Ca in 
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in the woods, and it muft be fet forth ih th* 

Qro. Ehz. 127. # . . . .,, 

information, or it is ill. 
. Coppice woods containing two * acres and' upwards, and beings 

., two furlongs diftance from the houfe of the ow- 

Not converted into til- ° 

l^gc, ner, fhall not be converted into tillage, or pas- 

ture j penalty is 48^. for every acre. 
Thefe forfeitures are to be recovered in any pourt of record, and' 
go to the king and profecutor.. 

Where there is a- wood or coppice wherein others have common, 
' , 1 J , the lord or owner of the foil mall not fell or cut 

The method of the . , 

lord's inciofmg -wood down the lame, except to his own ufe, before 
mon?° Cr * vc co -~ he and the commoners lhall agree ih the fttting^ 

out of the fourth part thereof to be feverally in- 
qlofed for the lord's ufe; r aha ih cafe they camiot agree thereupon,, 
two juft ices of peace, appointed by. the major part of the jufticcs. 
in fefjions, fhall have power to call together twelve of the Com-- 
moners and inhabitants there, arid, with thelord's aqd their con- 
lent, to fet dut'the fdurth part thereof to be feverally inclofed by 
the faid lpfd within 6ne month aftef, ind* thefe to be felled at his. 
pleafure ; and alio to be fubjedt to the aforefaid laws of other cop- 
pice, upon fuch penalties as aforefaid :- only if any beaft be fuffered. 
tp come into filch fourth part within feven years after they are 
felled,, the,owner of fikh cattle (hall forfeit for every fiich Beaff 4*. 
And- if the owner of fuch. Wood dr coppice cut dbwn a/iy trees or 
underwoods there, contrary to the form aforefaid, he fhall forfeit, 
fpr every tree fo cut down, 6s. %d. And during that feven years 
the commoners fhall have no right of common there, and the 
lord fhall be.caufed to copimoii in the refidue; but after the fewt'n 
years they may both intercommon in the whole. And in cafe the 
lord doth. not fell the fourth part within a month after it is inclo- 
'ffcd,. the commoner may put in their cattle as before 
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k _ This a£t doth not extend to underwoods in. Kent, Surry> and 3 
Suffex, fave only the common wood there. 

' •'"' ■■' -"- ; ' Stat. i 3 .Eliz. C.2'5. 
, All woods or coppice mentioned in Stat*, sf. 

Woods al?OVC H' «»- rr o ^ - ^ f ^ j- 

dcr 24 Years, muft be H. 8. C. 1 7, if above fourteen years, and un- 

K prefervedfqr 8 Years. . ^ . fwch ty _ fou> years gr0 wth, muft be prefcmd 

for eight years. 
If above twenty-four years, 1 muft be preferved for nine years. 
Nbcattleftiall be put in, from the time of felling fuch coppice, till 
five years afterwards ; nor then neither, but calves or yearly colts, 
until the end of fix years, if the coppice was under four years 
growth. ... 

Statt r. EHz. C. 15. 
None ifoU conyert or employ to coal or other fuel for the making 
„ . „ „. - of iron, any timber trees, or trees of oak, beech 

None mail convert to ' 

coaj, Sec. any Timber* or afli, of the breadth of a foot fquare at the 

ftubs, and growing within 14 miles of the &a, 
or of any part of the Thames, Severn, Wye, Humber, D*e, 
Tine, Te$s,. Trent, or other navigable rivers, r on pain to forfeit 
40 s. for every tree fo converted, to be divided between the ; kifog 
/md profecutor. ; • ' * ! !. . 

url This a& not. to extend ta Suffex, the wild Qf Kent, or to the 
parifhes of Charlewood,. Newdigate, or Leighs in the wilds ef 
Surry. r 

[ Stat. 23. Eliz. C. 5. j 

' . " . , \ .Woods or underwoods fliaU not be converted 

be converted into coal, into coal tor making iron, which grow,. 

1. Within 22 mifes of London, orfuburbs. 
a. Within that diftance of Thames, at Dorchefter in Oxford- 
(hire downwards. 



" . ,V. Or;wkU*n 4. 91tl.es of tfceibot of the Downs, bnt between 

Arundel and Pcvcnfcy in Com. Suficx. 
4. Or within four miles of Winchelfea or Rye, two miles of 
, Peven^iy, . tjiree miles of Haftings. 
' c The penalty is 50/ . per load between king and pfofecutor. 

This alt does not extend to woods in the wilds of Surry, Suflex, 
br Itent, within 22 miles of London or Thames, fo as they are 
diftant above 1 8 miles from London or Thames. 
• " • . . No new iron works (hall be ereded within 22 

No nw iron works 

tobefef up. miles of London, 14 miles of Thames, or 4 

miles of the faid Downs, Pevenfey, Winchelfea, 
Haftings, or Rye, on pain of 100/. to be divided as aforefaid. 



Stat. 27. Eliz. C. 19.. 
Furnaces, &c. {hall not be ere&ed in Suflex, Surry, or Kent, 
^ r „ othcrwife than upon old Bays, or Tens, where 

Nor Furnaces, &c. * J n • 

fuch works have been commonly (landing, or 
upon lands where fuch work may be continually fupplied with 
woods of the owner of fuch furnace, without committing wafte : 
nor fliall convert to coal or other fuel, for the making any iron, ' 
any found timber tree, of oak, afti, or elm, which lhall be a foot 
fquare at the ftubs or any part thereof, on pain, for every new 
work fet up, of 300/. and for every tree fo converted 40*. to be 
divided betwixt the king and prpfecutor. 

Tops of fuch trees may be coaled in thofe 

But tops of fuch f . . ' 

trees may be coaled, counties, but not within 1 8 miles of London, 
c- 8 miles of the Thames, 4 miles of .Rye and 

Winchelfea, 3 miles of Haftings, or' 4 miles of fhe foot of the 
Downs betwixt Arundel and Pevenfey. 
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Stat. 20. Ch. 2. Chap. 3. 
. L . r ^.«, j An aft for the increafe and prefervation of 

Jacob's Law Diet, under ... 

tie Title of timber for timber within the forcft of Dean. 
^"^ Foraforach as the wood and timber of tbfc 

crown, which of late years was of very great quantity and value, 
within the foreft or late foreft of Dean, in the county of Gloucefter, 
is become totally deftroyed, except what 13 (landing within the 
wood ward (hip of the Lee Baily, whereby there is an apparent 
(carcity of timber, as in all the other parts of the kingdom; fo that 
fpme courfe is neceflary to be taken to reftore and preferve the 
growth of timber for the future fupply of his majefty's royal navy, . 
and the maintenance; of (hipping for the trade of this nation. . 

Ten thoufand acres in the foreft to be enclosed, and one thou-- 
fand more in the grounds called Gannop, Fellet, Buckholt, Beach- 
enhurft, andMoryftock. 

Stat. 9. & io« of Will. 3. Chap. 36. Se<ft. 1. 
And it (hall be lawful for his majefty to enclofe 2000 acres, to 
be fct out by virtue of his majefty's commifiion, dire&cd to fix. 
fuch perfons as his majefty (hall think fit, (whereof two to be jufti- 
ces of peace for the county of Southampton, not being officers of 
the foreft,) and the quantities and boundaries returned into the 
exchequer, there to remain on record 5 and it (hall be lawful in 
like manner to enclofe 200 acres of the wafte in the faid foreft 
yearly, for the term of 20 years, from the time that the enclo- 
fure of the 2000 acres (hall be made ; the (aid inclofiires to repiaiiji 
in feveralty in the a&ual poffeflion of the crown for ever, freed 
from all right, and kept a nurfery tor timber onjy. 
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AH A3 for iiiclofttg, by the mutualconfent of the lords and tenants, 

k part of any common for tbepnrpofe of planting and preferring trees 

ft for timber or underwood, and for more ejfeftually preventing the 

MnlaktyuLdeftruftion of trees. ' ; 
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•o } cL \TT HERE AS by the ftatute made at 

Statute of Merton. \/\/ " • 

▼ ▼ Merton, it was provided and granted, 

• ■ 

that lords of waftes, woods, and paftures, in which their tenants 
have common of pafture^ rtferving to their tenants fufficient paf- 
tare, * as ifiudi as- belongeth to their tenements, with fufficient in- 
grefs and egrefs to the feme, rtiay- approve the refidue of fuch 

~ * waftes, woods, and paftures : And whereas, by 

13. Edw.3.C. 46. ' 1 . - i 1. * /«! 

a ftatute made in the thirteenth year of king 
Edward the 'third, commonly called the Stat, of Weftminfter the 
fecond, it was ordained, That the faid ftatute of Merton fhould 
hold place between lords of waftes* woods, and paftures, and 
their neighbours, having common appurtenant therein ; and pro- 
vifiori is thereby made againft cutting down dykes and hedges, le- 
vied by fuch as hate right fo'tb approve: And whereas, hyuri afdv 

* ' *made in the third and fourth year of the reign of 
«. & 4, Bdw. 6. e. 3, , • •- • , y t ^ v ...-» «... ., , ,rv • 

king Edward the fixttv intituled, *an arc, con- 
cerning the approvements of moors and wafte grounds. The faid 

ftatuteg/drid all articles thereof thbri not repeaTed, were confirfri- 

.... r * * 

cd : Ahd whereas the faid provifions for the approvement of waftes, 

* ■ * 

woods, and paftures, have been in many cafes rendered ineffec- 
tual, by the contradiction and diflent of a few perfons, having 
right of common in the faid waftes, woods, and paftures ; who, 
tinder pretence that fufficient pafture is not preferved to them, 
difturb the lords of fuch waftes, woods, and paftures, or their 

afligns, 



I *7 } 

afltgns, in the pof&flion of the ground, and foil fo appro- 
red, and d ifcourage them from aiTerting their right to make 

or continue fuch approvement. And whereas 
35. H/8. c, 17. ^ g^ft^ai provifions made by an zQt of 

the thirty- fifth year of the reign of king Henry 
the eighth, and by feveral other ads of parliament for preferving 
woods : And the particular provifions made by two feveral ads of 

parliament, of the twentieth year of king 

Charles the fecond, inritoled, An ad for the 

incrcafe and prefervation of timber withifx the foreft of Ddaa, 

( . and the other erf" the ninth and tenth year of the 

9. & 10. W.3. c. 36. . , . * 

: reigti of king WUftamthei third, indeed, An 
a£t for the increafe tnd prefervation of timber in the new foreft id 
the county of Scmtharapton, whereby part of the wafte lands of 
the faid fttttral forefts are directed to be inclofed and kept m feve- 
ralty, for the giowttl and prefervation of timber, haf e not been 
put in execution* - And whettas, for want of a proper fupply of 
the timber of tfcte'gtowth of th& kingdom, a great quantity of fo- 
reign timber is neceflarily ufed for building (hips and houfes, and 
for other purpofes, and the general price of timber is greatly tn- 
creafed. And 1 whereas nrah^ tradls of wafte' land, unfit for til- 
lage 1 or pafllurc, but capablfe of producing different kinds of trees, 
may conveniently be Inclofed for the growth 1 of timber and urider- 
* • * ^ ' tfood, to the advantage both of the owners of 
lee. and peribns having f he ground . and foil of fuch waftes, atid alio 
ftogttp pwnw*. fuch as have right of common therein, and fuch 
incJofure will alfo be of public utility. Be it therefore enafted by 
the king's moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and 
con fen t of the lords f])iritaal and temporal, and commons, in this 
prefent parliament aflemfcled, and" by the authority of the fatoe, 
That it draft andimay be 1 lawfuVto arid for his majefty, his heirs, 

D and 



and fuccefibrs, and all other owners of waftes, woods, and pa£* 
tures, in that part of Great Britain called England, . wherein anjfr 
perfon oc perfons, or body or bodies, politick or corporate, hath 

or have right of common- qf pasture, by and 

May by confentra- . , , ,r ru • • ^ 

cjofe any part thereof with the aflent of the major part, m number 
fcrving n timber n or P un- and value of the owners and; occupiers of te-* 
dcrwood. ncments, to which the faid right of commotv 

of pafture doth belong, and to and for the major part, in num- 
ber and value of the owners and Occupiers of fuch tenements*, by 
and with the confent of the owner, or owners of fueh waftes* 
woods, and paftures* and to And for any other perfon or perfons, 
or body politic pr, corporate, by and with the aflent and grant of 
theownec or. owners of fuch waftes,. w>ods» and paftufes* and 
the major part,, in number and value of the owners and occupiers 
of tenements* to clofe and ke$p ,in feveralty for the growth and 
prefervation of timber; or under^vood, any pari of faph waftes* 
woods* and paftvires, - for fuch time, and ill fuqh manner*, and. 
uponfuckcpndUiQns,, as (hall be v agreed by. thflmrefpeftively. 

2. Provided neverthelefs., and be it enacted 
agreS 7 tTbe^«? to : by the authority aforefaid> that. iii. cafe any re^ 

iixz <&. *.» c ° m p^ ee «■ & w^ * be &* a ***"** 

be applied. inclofure,, Qr.j tcj thp benefit, of the qwners and 

occupiers of. tenements, to which the right, of common, in fuch. 
waftes,., and woods, . and paftures,, dpth belong, fuch recompence 
OiaU be made either by. a. grant of a fiiareof- the profit, which 
ihaU arife from thsfale.of the timber or underwood growing on 
the ground, or foil fp hiclpfed, or by a grant of other lands, te r 
nernents, or. hereditaments, or by. fome annuity or rent charge 
iguing out of the fciigrpynd, ox.&il foipclofed*, oj out of other 

liodii,, tenements, Qf.h?^4J^W»' °f foall be. paid. «i money,, to 

be. 
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be placed out at intereft, or public fecurities, or laid out in the 
purchafe of lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or of fome an- 
nuity or rent charge iffuing out of lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments, and the produce of fuch lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments, or fuch annuity or rent charge, or the intereft of fuch mo- 
ney, until the fame {hall be laid out in fuch purchafe as aforefaid, 
4haU be paid from time to time to the overfeers or overfeer of the 
jxx>r of the faid parifti, or townfhip, and (hall be by them or him 
applied towards the relief of the poor of the parifli or to wnfliip, 
where fuch wades, woods, or paftures, (hall lie, and accounted 
for in fuch manner, as the rates for relief of the poor are by law 
directed to be accounted for. 

And in cafe the owner or owners, of any fuch waftes, woods, or 
,„ . . . paftures, and the major part, in number and 

If lords and tenants r * J r 

join in affigning their value, of the owners and occupiers of the te- 

rights of incloiure to 1 • t_ r i_ • t #• j^i 

any other perfon. nements, to which . fuch right of common doth 

belong, (hall jointly agree to aflign and grant 
How recompence is their refpeflive right and intereft in any part of 

to be made to the lord «/»*, A t 'n r \ 

if he have not fec-fim- the faid waftes, woods, or paftures, for the 
aWed C Siien? r * ^ P ur P ofe of waking fuch inclofures, as afore- 
faid, to any other perfon or perfons, • or body 
politic or corporate ; and the owner or owners of fuch waftes, 
woods, and paftures, (hall n6t have an eftate in fee-fimple there- 
in, or (hall be difabled or reftrained from atienating the fame, the 
recompence to be paid to any fuch owner or owners, (hall be ei- 
ther by a grant of a (hare of the profit, which (hall from time to 
time arife from the fale of the timber or underwood growing on 
the ground or foil foinclofed, or by a grant of other lands, tene- 
ments, or hereditaments, or of an annuity or rent charge, iffuing 
out of the faid ground or (oil fo inclofed, or out of other lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments ; fuch equivalent to be held and en- 
joyed by the owner or owners of fuch waftes, woods, and paf- 

D 2 tures, 



tares, and fuch as {hall be intided to the ftme ' in reveffibn, 

mainder, or fucceffion, in like manner as the eflfote* in fuch* 

waftes, woods, and paftures, r$ limited to be held and enjoyed, and 

„ .^ mi- " t xn ca & the inhabitants of any parifh or town- 

Partfh willing to buy m * * 

fuch right for employ lhip lball be willing to acquire foch right 06 
o t e poor. inclofure for the employment and benefit of the 

poor of the faid parifh or townthip, and any reoompencc (hall be 
agreed to be given for the fame, it frail and may be lawful: for tht 
overfeer and overfcers of fuch. parifli or town (hip,, (by tfh* confent 
and direction of the major part of the inhabitants thereof, aflem- 
bled at a veftry or publick meeting to be held for. that purpofe ; 
public notice being fir ft given of fuqh intended, veftry* or meeting, 
in the church or chapel belonging to fuch parifli or townfoip, on 
three Sundays, at the leaft, before fuch veftry or meeting ihall.be 

held,) (hall pay or purchafe fuch recotnpence 

Recompence and o- • • 

tier charge to be paid out. of any monies arifing from the taxes raifed# 

out of the poor rates. ^ ^ ^ ^^ fathtitikfof the poor, andr 

out of fuqh monies to pay from time to time fuch charge* and ex- 
pences as (hall be, neceflary forinclofing* and prefcrving fuch grounds 
ipin^lofcd; and fuch overfcers or overiLer fliall, from time to 
time, apply the profit which fliall arife from, the faleof the timber 

or underwood growing thereon, towards the 

t And the profits to be * • 

employed in aid there- relief of the po^r of the laid panih. or town- 
0# {hip, and fhall account for the fame in like 

manner as he and. they is and are by law obliged to account for the 
r^atcs cQlle&ed*- for the relief of the poor. 

2. Provided always that every agreement fort 

• Agreements tp>. b© • ■* r 

f^ned swd registered f any fuch inclofure fhall be in writing, and figu*. 
wjthin 5 months ' cd by the parties; and the fame (hall be re- 

giftered' and enrolled by the clerk of the peace for the county, n-* 
dinf^otdiyifipiv wlwxfuph. waftes,, wood*,, or paftuns, or the 

greateft 



groMoft part »f them {ball lie, within difte month* next aitef 
execution of fuch agreement. 



>«*« .grW 4- *"**" *^ ««<* b* it ciiaaed, that it 
md r appeal to tke (hall and may bfc lawful to and for all perfbrts or 

ftuar ° ' bodies, politic or corporate, who (hall think 

themfelves injured or agrieved by fuch agreement, or for any per- 
£>n& in tbeir behalf within fix months ntkt after any fuch agree- 
ment (hall be regiftertd and inrdled in manner aforefaid, to make 
complaint thereof by appeal to the juflices of the peace at any 
quarter feflions to be held for the county, riding or divifion, who 
are hereby authoriled and required to hear and determine fuch ap- 
peals, and whofe determination therein (hall be final ; and if no* 
r . fuch appeal (hall be made, then the (aid agree- 

Ih cafe there be no rr ° 

appeal, the agreement mentib regiftered and inrolled as aforefaid (hall 



tp an goo . be for ever binding to all perfons whatfoeVer,* 

without any further or other appeal* 

5, And be it further enacted by the authority, 
d^<T^*!£ aforefeid^ that it (hall and may be lawful to aridi 

S^ C inciofu/c agrce t0 ^ or *** bodics * P^ itic or corporate, whether ag- 
gregate or fbie, and all feoffees in, truft, ekcdi** 

tors, adminiftrators, guardians, committees, or other truftdes whftt^ 
Soever, for and on the behalf of any infants*, femes covert, luna- . 
tics, idiots, or other perfons whatfoever, and the hrifbknds of 
femes covert, who (hall be feized, poflefled of, or ioterefted in any 
fiich wades, wood or pafture, or any right of common* on fuch. 
wades, woods, or paftures, . to agree to any fuch inclofur* ;aa& 
all fuch agreements fo made (hall be valid to ail intent* artd p*ri* 
. pofes; and fuch bodies* politic or corporate, feofees in truft, e»e«» 
cutois^. adminiftrators,. guardians,, committees, and other trufteev 
" *ufc 

; 1 • . lii 
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and husbands of femes covert* (hall be indemnified for what they 
{hall fo do by virtue of this a&. 

.:./♦• 6. And be it further enfc&ed by the authority 

-If any'trfes growing -/...«..* r r i /- l 

within fnch inciofurcs afore laid, that if any per Ion from and after the 
Sltoycd WfullyCUt -'time hereby limited, for bringing fuch appeal 

- againft any fuch agreement for the inclofure of 
any part r of fuch waftes, woods, or paftures, (hall either hy day or 
by night unlawfully cut, take, deftroy, break, throw down, bark, 
pluck up, burn, deface, fpoil, or carry away any trees growing 
within any fuch inclofure, without the confent of the owner or 
Qwners thereof, fuch owner or owners (hall have fuch remedy, and 
have, and receive flich fatisfa&ion and recompence of and from 
the inhabitants of the parishes, towns, hamlets, villages, or places 
adjoining to fuch inclofures, and recover fuch damages againft 
fuch inhabitants of fuch parities, towns, hamlets, villages, or 

places adjoining, and in the fame manner and 

Damages to be made f orm as i s directed for dikes and hedges over- 
good by the adjoining • © 

parifhes, unlefs the of- thrown by the faid'aft. made in the thirteenth 
within 6 months. year of the reign of King Edward the firft, 

unlefs the offender or offenders (hall be convidted 
of fuch offence, within the /pace of fix months next after the com- 
mttfion thereof. 

7. And be it further enadted by the authori- 
termined by two juk ty aforefaid, that it fhall and may be lawful to 

t^h^t&on*'**' ° r and for an y two truftees of the P e ace of the 

county, riding, divifion, city, town, liberty or 

place, wherein any fuch offence ftiall be committed, or for the jus- 
tices of the peace for fuch county, riding, divifion, city, town, li- 
berty or place in open feflions, upon complaint to them. made, to 
caufe every fuch offender to be apprehended for fuch trefpaffes, and 
to hear and determine the fame, and to inflidt the like penalty and 

punifhment 
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punifhment oh every offender by them convided, as is directed to- 
be inflidted on offenders, by an a<5t made in the fifth year of his 
Majefty King George the firft, intitled, An aft to explain and a- 
mend an. adfc pafled in the firft year of his Majefty's reign, entitled; 
„ , . A . An adt to encourage the planting of timber trees. 

Penalty on convi£h- m or© * 

on, the fame a* by 5. fruit trees, and othrr trees for ornament, ftiel- 
Gco#K -x ' tcr or profit, and for the better prefer vatioir of 

the fame, and for the preventing the burning of woods, and for 
the better prefcrvation of the fences of fuch woods*. 

8. And be it further enadted by the authority 
fully cutting or deftroy- aforefaid, that if any perfon from and after the. 
5B^,TK fi * fy of July, 1756, (hall unlawfully cut, 

2d "Sd!^*** tafee * , dcffr °y» br eak > throw d & wn > b a;k, pluck 

up, burn, deface, fpoil, or carry away any tree 
growing in any wafte, wood** or pafture, in which any perfon or 
perfons, or body br bodies, politic or corporate* hath or haver 
right of common, every fuch offender fhall and may be in like: 
manner convidted of fiich offence, and fhall incur the. like ge-- 
nalty. 

~ . .- a. And whereas an adt made in the ninth* 

Doubt anting on * 

Geo. 1. c. 22, §. 7. year of the reign of his. Majefty King George 

the firft, intitled, An a& for the more effe&ual: 
punching wicked and evil perfons going armed in difguife, and. 
doing injuries, and violence to the perfons and properties of Ris 
majefty's fuhjedts; and for the more eafy bringing offenders to. 
juftice, it is* amongft other things,, enacted* that the inhabitants 
of every hundred, within that part of Great-Britain called England, 
fhall make full fatisfaftion and amends to all and every perfon and; 
perfons* their executors, and adminiftrators, for the damages they, 
have fuftaincd, or fuffered by the. cutting down or. deftroying any, 

trees*, 
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■t««¥$, which fball hedonfl or ccapqaitted by a«y offender or aiFea*. 
<Jens (%m$ tfa faid aft. to be fccoscrect ip. maooer as by the afit 
i£ djr/egke^.:; And whereas doubts have arifeh whether the provifioa 
made fyy, the raid ad. made in the ninth year of the reign, of his. 
Xaid ^a* 6 flwjefty, has not repealed and annulled the remedy given 
by. $he ^id a^f» of the firfl: and fijtth years, of the reign of his faid 
l«e VMfctyi for obviating the faid doubt. 

Be it ena&cd by the authority aforefaid, that 

And remedy for da- - j r i_ /• /l j r • 

mage, mentioned in the from and arter the farit day of July, 1756, it 

iS tSSifi^S m ar * d ma x ** lawfu * for ™y P crfon > «■ body 

Td £g ° c 6* *' P°^fc or corporate, to take remedy for the 

forementioned damages, either againft the pa- 
rish, town, hamlet, or ptace» where any of the faid offences (hall 
be committed, according to the powers given by the faid a£ts r of 
the firft or fixth years of his faid late majefty's reign, or on the 
hundred, wherein any of the faid offences (hall be committed, as 
to £uch perfon* or body, politic or corporate, (hall feem moil meet, 
any thing in the faid ad, made in the ninth year of his late ma- 
jefty to the contrary notwithftanding. 

10- And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, that if 

any adtion (hall be brought againft any perfon for any matter or 

thing done by virtue or in execution of this afifc, the defendant or 

defendants in every fuch adtion (hall and may plead the general 

%m „ ' iflue, and give this a<9:, and 1 the fpecial mattef 

Gemeral iflue. ° . . 

in evidence, on any trial to be had in focji ao* 
tion i and if the plaintiff or plaintifft fliall difcontmue fiich adion* 
or become nonfuit, if judgment fliall be given againft fueh plain- 
tiff, then the defendant or defendants in every fech a&ioa (hall 

* • > 

Treble coft. recover treble cofts and fuks* 

T 
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That thefe laws have not been put in execution, is very 
manifeft. For whatever falutary laws are made at any time 
by a Britifti parliament, they remain in force : and every 
true patriot of his country feeing them neglefted has it in his 
power to give information, and is fure of redrefs. But though 
they are provided with proper penalties, yet, unlefs officers are ap- 
pointed to fee them put into execution, and a proper ftipend al- 
lowed for doing the fame ; and thefe officers accountable to others 
of foperior rank, fo that the one fhall depend on the other, like 
links in a chain ; and ekch one be liable to information, and a pe- 
nalty for neglect of dirty, the frailty of mankind is fuch, that the 
beft ftatutes dwindle, and* the charafter of an informer is deemed 
infamous, though frorrt the beft of caufes, the love of his coun- 
try. ' 

This is the real caufe why many good ftatutes lie buried in ob- 
livion ; and were it not for particular accidental cafes now and 
then occurring, ' it would fcarce ' be known . that ever fuch a&s. 
were made. * -.:--• • 

' That this is th6 cafe in Regard to the continuation or prdpaga- 
tion of Oak, or putting the laws relating to it in execution, aj>- 
pears to me very plain': for in the fpace of thirty years experience, 
I hive never known one inftance where any gentleman has not 
cut down what he pleafed at his own pleafure, and planted, or let 
it alone, juft as he faw moft conducive to his prefent intereft. 
It is true, that many individuals have fcen this to be the cafe ; 

* • 

have privately remonftrated, grieved, and declared their difappro- 
bation of fuch things. 

Many noblemeri and gentlemen of different ranks, being fenfi- 
ble of the real ftrength of their country, encourage nurferies ; and 
their public fpirit is worthy the imitation of every landed gentle- 
man throughout the kingdom.. And that truly noble fociety for 

E the 
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the encouragement of arts apd majjuf^ortes, who have given fa 
niany premiums for the perfecting of our commerce, have-not forr- 
.got the fhipwright's branch, nor materials for the fame 5 but have 
(endeavoured to ftimulate the artifts to vie, for ,perfe#Lon, and the 
land-holders to -propagate the honour of their country ; mi have 
not been difappointed in their expeditions * witnefa the medals, 
equal to the honouj of heroes, that fome of our true patriots wear, 
given by that royal. body.:: . • 

Yet they ase fenfible that -the. pre.fenjfc Jaws we not ihfficienti and: 
have it not in their power to pujt them in execution j. though they 
flill endeavour to inipire every generous Briton wkb. the iame foi*- 
rit themfeives are poflefied of.— But fe«3:s demonftrate that the prep 
fent law* gre not. fufljeieatto retrieve the }q& of 'this commodity •;. 
for want of being properly enforced. 

We, ace now a trading people, equal; if not fuperipr, to any irt 
the known world. Our forefathers could not, have conceived that 
,Great-Britain w^uld ever have, arrived to its ppefent ftate of ho- 
nour, grandeur and commerce. Yet they provided for it, ac- 
wording as th$y &w it m<g^ : be neceffary, Beipg pofiefipd with a 
Jjwrit of liberty ,, and knowing by certain teftimpny how their pre- 
deceflprs had been overrun by thek enemies they laid the founda- 
tion, in ena&ing Kws for our prefemtion. . Every gentleman was 
filled with the noble fentknents ; his fyoufe fituated. in the. midft 
of a fmall park of timber,, having every avenue leading thereto (not 
arable) flocked with plants of Oak. We have reaped tKe advan- 
tage. And for fixity years have, as it were, been living on their 
fpoils, as though we thought the fund inexhauftible. 

And though it has been forefgeu for upward of forty years, and 
particularly of late, that we are preying on our very vitals, yet the 
-bulk of the nation is infenfible of it, and quite eafy, fwimming in 
plenty,, giving &w*,ta the World* yetcarelefs pf our. inward feou- 

my.. m 
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- As trade increafes, our land increifes in value. And numbers of 
gentlemen, to whom I have reprefented the necefiity of a due at* 
tention to encourage plahtatiohs of Oak, have faid, they can make 
more of their eftate by agriculture. '- And prefent intereft prevaibi 
This {hews, that the prefent laws are infu&cient to retrieve the 
decreafe thereof. 

Which naturally leads me to enquire, Why they are Co ? To 
which I (hall anfwer in gehetfak 

That the demand for oak tfhiber, for this faft fortjr' years, will 
be allowed, by perfons of th4 beft inkterftattdtng in that cojnmodi* 
ty, ttt exceed three times the quantity that Was eonfurrted in the 
preceding forty years^ slrid fkav^the^6niun^tti€ii id the*laft men* 
ty years, efpteciaUy oF'ftalgfrft fctflfche A*vy* fethfed times' great- 
er than it wdsin the/ preceding fvfamy years. And acc<J>ix#ng ta my 
own knowledge and experience, which is confirmed by the judgf* 
ment of (he principal cotetaptoary dealers* bbth ftiipwrights and 
timber merchaftfs* <herfc 1s<iiet now grow4ftg Oho fifth pitrrftfafc 
quantity of ftfll grown timber that «fcei<6 Was fifty yews ago, : 
' Andit is mantfeft; beyond att dbtobt, that the number of (hip* 
and increafe of trade in the moft flourifliing fea-ports, through 
thfe kingdoni, is- more thte trebted within thefe forty year a. It is 
Kkdwife certafiny that «heai^*ift of oto tbfl^tts'miift increafe 
i!he number of flnps ; wWfeh tfcuft, and do**, inte^eafe lhe> vaki* of 
oak tirtibef- And the increafe of prictf, and value of that commo- 
dity, together with the iribreafe of rtanuft&oiifts, which rtatutak- 
ly draws an increafe of hands to thofe parts, where fuch mam£ 
fa£tbric& are ckftied oft 5 a&d^fcsfe being iHc&ft contiguaufc to tra- 
ding porS, ft#- the fekfc <8f tutelage i of confeqtfCfac* encourages 
agriculture, Which ratfed thb value of the landed intereft. All 
fhefo perfuafive argdi^tsihdra$e the prefent poVtefibn of timber 
to make the bed market even before it has arrived at its full 

E 2 growth. 
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growth. And the more that land and timber increafe in value* 
the greater will the inducement be for the utter extirpation of that 
commodity. Which is found to be the cafe, or near it, of a great 
many of the counties in this kingdom. 

The (lately forefts in foine parts of the kingdom, which hiftory 
gives account of, and which forae of the ancient feats of gentle- 
men, formerly built of timber, and yet remaining, do teftify there 
were fuch, are cut down, and no care is taken of planting. The 
timber in the hedges naturally fuffercd the fame fate, till the very 
crows (who are greater planters than moil of our modern gentry) 
having no afylum, or place of fafety for their young, fcorn the 
ufage, and fly for refuge to their mote hofpitable friends. 

The very brambles and bufhes being diverted of their flielter, 
expofed to bluftering winds and dorms, and which ufed to afford 
a fafe retreat for the blackbird, thrufli and linnet, die away; 
thefe fmaller birds take umbrage and follow the example fet them 
by the crows. And the ancient .(lock, for ws^nt of the feed being 
propagated by thefe little animals in different foil, naturally dies. 
So that nothing but ftone walls or land-marks, are left to describe 
the boundaries. ' 

If the prefent laws were calculated for the preiervation and, in- 
creating of the quantity of oak timber ; and if it be beyond all 
doubt, that the decreafe fin ce thefe Hws were made is fo great, 
there needs no other argument to prove, that the laws in being 
are not fufficient, to anfwer the end foe which they were intend*- 

... I (hall proceed to give fot^e farther reafons why they are aot. 

The chief infient of, the legiftature in making the laws was np 
doubt to preferve and increafe timber; but if it is either 
through negleft of planting, or putting the laws in execution, or 
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any other reafon, that the greateft part of the nurferies are extinft 
and appropriated to other ufes ; from what caufe is not material; 
if both root and branch are deftroyed. Can any law prefcrvc or 
increafe that which has no being I 

And there is hardly a county in the kingdom, efpecially thofe 
near the fea coaft, where may not bt found a great number of 
places, going by the names of, fuch a wood, fbreft, grove, or 
park, &c but if you afk the ancient neighbouring inhabitants, 
they will tell you, they have ieen with their eyes, or their fathers 
have told them, that thofe places were once full flocked with the 
very commodities from which they now only take their name* 
And are either turned into arable land, or appear like uninhabited 
defarts, or places only to feed fheep. 

I need not mention the places. The reader, if he looks round 
him, will fee too many inftances; and that near the capital of the 
kingdom. 

Even his majefty's forefts of Dean, and the new foreft in 
Hampfhire ; one of which I am well acquainted with : the very 
nurferies of the navy, are fhamefully negle&ed and laid wafte, and 
for miles together there is fcarce an oak to be feen in fome places 
of the former r and amazing it is to fuppofe, that in eleven thou- 
fend acres, which, in the reign of Charles the fecond, were ap* 
propriated by parliament to be fet apart for the growth of timber 
for the ufe of the navy, there are very few more loads of fuH 
grown timber than there are acres of land on which they grow. * 

And fuch a general ftupefaftion has taken place thftmghr all 
degrees of men in this nation in the negledt of our timber, as if 
we were either infenfible of our danger, or fpurncd at the' means 
of our prcfervation. 

Afk 
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A 4Jk his majefly's purveyors of the different royal yards, and they 
wili tell you the cndancholy decreafe and negled of this commo* 
dit^m the different tours they make.* Afk the ihipwrighis in the 
different parts of the kingdom, whofe bufinefs h is to know frqoj 
whence th^ey acp to receive their. fupply, and on which their liveli- 
hood depends, with united voice they will declare the increafing 
difficulty they labour under. Afk, the principal dealers in timber, 
w|W;Ji*ve^ and do, fupply, both thenavy, and merchant yards ; * 
thcghritl gtvb teftimony to this mournful truth. 

That part of Great Britain called Scotland, whofe trade ha* 
increafed fined the union beyond titeafure* particularly the South 
parts, is quite exhaufted of oak timber for (hip building. Whit 
fupply they have had for many yeart in the principal port of 
Glafgow, and others on that coaft, has been from Liverpool, 
Ghefter, and North Walea* 

Whitehaven, that flouriflung inlet, whofe increafe of trade of 
late years is furprifihg* and the nmftbef of fhips belonging to it 
doubled, on account of the inexhauflible mines of coals, which 
fupply the Irifh market, and particularly the metropolis ; together 
with her increasing tobacco trade* which vies with moil of the 
out-ports, befides all other trade, appears only to be yet in her 
infancy. And 9 for want of room for her (hips, has. been obliged 
-to contend with the boifterous waves, in extending her piers into 
the fea > and being, only a dry harbour, requires the beft of British 
oak, to fuftain the (hocks her (hips meet with in bad weather. 

The cpuntfy rail round affords no fliip timber. Her chief fup- 
ply, fpr. twenty year* paft, has been, the counties of Flint, Den- 
bigh, Caernarvon ;. - round fouth Wales, as far as the port of 
Chepftow, in Monmouthfhires and having drained feveral of 
tbefe places, her principal builders are fupplied, at this prefent 

time, 
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time, from, the inland counties of Stafford, Shropfluro, and 

Cheshire. . . . 

The part of L%npaftav ibrq>erly pf jk> repute, but wbofc com- 
merce is xxpw largely extended, both in the Weft-India and Afri- 
can trade, has n<* eakjiear her ; but receives her iupply from the 
fame quarter as Whitehaven. 

Liverpopl |s the next thriving port that comes under our no- 
tice. 

In the year j 565+ .as .appears by the town's books, there were 
1 30 houfholders and cottagers ; and the number of barks and 
men was as under*. 

Veflels. Tops* Men.. 
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And from the year 1760, to the year 1761, the number of fhips 
cleared out of the dock pffice was as .follows. 



; ». 



Ships 






Ships. 

406 

40 

3 l 
130 



Tons. 

9796 

■ 7*44 
25242 

' 5355 
' 544* 

•7395 



[ & ] 
Rates. 



at 2</. 
at' %d. 
at 4^/. 
at SJ. 
at ic//. 
at i8</. 



Cafli, 

£• J. </• 

81 12 9 

• 89 6 o 

• 420 14 o 
■ 178 10 o 

• 272 8 o 
1304 12 6 
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And from the year 1730, to the prefentyear 1763, it appears 
that the trade is increa&d treble. 

It is the third, if not the fecond, fea-pdrtin the kingdom ; and 
confumes more fhip timber perhaps than any other, except the 
port of London. 

Her chief fupply 1 is the fouth part of Lancashire, Cheshire, 
Shropfhire, part of Staffordshire, and Flintshire. But I can fay 
from my own knowledge (and I have likewife the teftimony of 
the oldeSl timber merchants and Shipwrights) that the far greater 
part has been cut down, in the fpace of thirty years. And though 
there is in many places of" thefe counties young timber coming for-, 
ward ; yet the confumption being much greater than the growth, 
without greater regard is paid to planting we muft very Shortly 
Share the fame fate as our more Northern counties. 

If from Liverpool we trace the coaft of Wales through Flintshire, 
Denbighshire and Caernarvonshire, counties which have been ex- 
treamly well flocked with timber, and are at prefent part of the ma- 
gazines for Liverpool, and the North, as has been obferved, we 
(hall find them much exhausted. If we proceed to Merioneth* 
fhire ; this country has been much drained of her timber : yet 

there 
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there are feveral fine parcels of timber inland ; but the country fe 
fo mountainous, that no carriages can be drawn. And after thfe 
timber has been cut down, they have been obliged to faw it into 
boards, -or thin plank, and tranfport them over the hills, by a 
tingle plank faftened to each, fide of a horfe. There are, accord- 
ing to my information, fome very good parcels of timber, belong- 
ing to Mr. Campbell, near the fea-fide in this county, to the a- 
mount of ten thoufand pounds value. 

In Cardiganshire and Pembrokeshire we find very little timber ; 
and particularly Pembrokeshire, where Milford Haven is Situated, 
one of the fineft harbours in Europe, and the beft in the three 
kingdoms, where a ftrong fortification is building, at Patty Church, 
hear Pembroke. And at Nayland Point, on the oppofite §de, i$ 
building a (hip of feventy-four guns, for his majefty's Service. 
But (o eSFedtually is this county ftript of navy timber, that we are 
not able to purchafe fo much as a futtock to put in her. 

Indeed the Right Honourable Sir John Philips, and fome few 
other public fpirited gentlemen here, have and do encourage nur- 
series. And they, in time, will have large quantities of timber. 
And pity it is, that all the reft of the gentlemen in the county do 
not follow the laudable example. For it is very manifeft, that 
both the foil and Situation near this excellent harbour would well 
anfwer for propagating oak timber. And according to the account 
of the ancient inhabitants, large woods formerly grew on Molifton 
mountain, where Scarce a tree is now to be Seen, and is a large 
extent of ground, very fit for the planting of timber. 

If the fame due attention be paid to this harbour by the govern- 
ment as, by the works now carrying on, feems to be in view, it 
may be obferved that this is one of the beft Situated places in his 
majefty's dominions to ered a dock-yard in. And (provided they 

F would 



would now fet about planting in earneft) by the middle of the next 
century might have a fufficient quantity of timber for building and 
repairing his majefty's (hips of war. And it lies fo contiguous, to 
the Britifh Channel, the Severn, and the North coa# of Wales*, 
that, in time of war, it would be out of all danger of' having its 
fupplies cut off by the enemy's privateers. 

From hence we proceed to Caermarthenfhire and Glamorgan- 
fliire, where very little timber is remaining. The. complaints of 
the Shipwrights and dealers in timber, in feveral of thefe counties, 
are worthy our notice ; for in about twenty or thirty, years, tjfye 
greater part of the timber and nurferies have been deftroyed, not 
for (hip-building, but to Ripply the furnaces and forge*, which in- 
bound in this country, &c. and if continued in the fame manner and 
excefs as they are at prefent, it will not b* a, great number of 
years before the whole kingdom be as effectually drained as the 
plains of Salisbury. 

We come now to the great rivers, Severn and Wye ; by whofe 
ftreams the flourishing, city of Briftol* and, hia M&jefty's Yard of 
Plymouth have been long, fupplied. Theft are. the grand mag&» 
sines for almoft half the nation, and take in the. counties of Mon- 
mouth, Hereford, Shroplhire* Montgomery^ Radnor and, Breck- 
nock, Worcefter and Gloucestershire. And I am. not only particu* 
larly acquainted with mod: of thefe counties ; but likewife. with the 
univerfal complaint of the timber merchants refiding in them, of 
the fcarcity of full grown, timber* and the negjeft of pjUnting ; and 
the remains of thefe fupplies will foon be -cut off, if not timely rente? 
died, tho' there are great quantities in the Weft of Shropshire and 
Herefordihire ftill remaining; but the expence of carriage is very 
heavy.. l 

Indeed I am told, that) fpme part of the fcreft of Iptaa is now 
fet 0$ to, be inclofed* and planted with oaks.. And pity it-is, that 
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the whole of it is not appropriated to that ufe, as it is fo 'excellent 
a foil for the purpofe, and for the moft part full of bufhes, where 
thofe (lately oaks grew, which fo lately were. the means of hum* 
bling France and Spain. 

If we crofs the Severn, or rather Briftol Channel, into Somerfet- 
flrire, we (hall find here and there plants of the fineft elms -, but 
according to the report of the country, they are nearly upon the 
fame decreafe as the oak timber. And in regard to the oak, the 
complaint of the decreafe is ftill more grievous. And in my tra- 
velling different ways through the country, they appear only hire 
and there a fmall parcel. If I may be allowed to ufe the fimilitude, 
like a beacon upon a hill. 

If we view Devonshire and Cornwall, we* behold a duller prof- 
peft. In thofe parts where I have travelled, and according to the 
beft intelligence I can procure, there is little or no fupply of tim- 
ber fit to be ferved into his majefty's yard at Plymouth. And, irt 
tnoft places, were it not for the hills, that obftrudl the view, you 
might fei from fea to fca. > 

Dorfetfhire and Wilrihire, I am told, do not & much as afford 
oak timber fufficient to build the fmall veflels td maintain tht 
fiihing trade, that is carried on' in the adjacent ports. And for many 
miles thofe counties are fo efie&ually drained, as to have fcartely 
the appearance of a fhrub : yet they* are as capable of improve- 
ment, and as full of nourifliment, for the growth of oak, as any 
counties in the kingdom. 

Hampshire, Sufiefc, Kent, and EfleX, on the fea coaft ; Surry, 
Berkfliire, and Oxford(hire> on the Thames, aitdlfis; thefe ap- 
pear to have been the grand magazines for the fupply of his ma>- 
jefty's yards of Portfmouth, Chatham, Woolwich and Deptford ; 
the city of London, and the builders in the river 5 and are at pre- 
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fcnt th& only refource for the South fide of the kingdom* S&ch* * 
number of capital (hips have been built in the two late wars, that 
it is amazing thofe valuable mines, of oak are not effectually rooted, 
up ! Indeed, fo great has the confumption been, that one of ther 
mod eminent timber dealers of the county of Suflex now living* 
has declared to me, that there is not now, as he verily believes* 
more than one tenth part of the full grown timber, Handing oc 
growing, as there was when he entered into bufinefe, forty, five 
years ago. Another eminent dealer fays, there is not one eighth. 
part (landing : another fays, one tenth, during that (pace of time ^ 
and another fays, that three, fourths have been cut down in the 
(pace of fourteen years.. 

If it appears, on a clofe infpeftion and examination of the diffe- 
cent counties on the fea coafts and navigable rivers, of this king~ 
dom, that they are fo, effe&ually drained of their navy timber, and! 
nurferies, it is ) very manifefl the prefent kws are infufficient. 

Another c^ufe m^y be given, that dpes not a little contribute to 
the deftru&ion of our woods and nurferies, which I apprehend to 
have its foundation in French policy, which has been top much, 
experienced in this kingdom. 

The tafte of modern archite<3», in chiifing the fituation of genr- 

tlemens feats, has, apd doe$ at this time. much tend to the deftruc- 
tion of our natural flrength. 

Formerly the grandeur of our noblfemens and gentlemens feats 
was much increafed by the vaft quantity of woods, parks, and, 
groves of timber growing ail around them. So that, properly 
(peaking, they appeared at a diftance, as in the midft of a wood, 
and were only to b$ feen through the avenues leading to them. A 
vacant fpaqe of ground round the manfion houfe for their fumptu- 
OttSgardeps,, meadows* $cp, for family ufe, was deemed fufficient.. 

Xhu$> 
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Thud fituatcd they were (heltered from ftorms and tempefts, and 
had the pleafure of viewing from every aparrment the prog reft of 
their labours; ftill keeping in view the grand defign, the naval 
power of Britain. 

When a little cloyed with enjoyment, or to retire from bufinefs* 
or for the fake of meditation, a walk for the (pace of a furlong, or 
little more, leads the wealthy inhabitant into a fpacious wood. 
The variety of the fcene revives his drooping fpirits. On the 
branch of a full topt oak, at a fmall diftance, the blackbird and 
thrufh warble forth their notes, and, as it were, blefs their bene* 
fadtor. A little farther, the turtle dove, having loft his mate, 
fends forth. his mournful plaint, till, by means of echo from a 
neighbouring woody pafling through the filent air, the happy pair 
arc again united. Variety of changes draw on the pleafing hour 
amongft the mafly bodies of the full-grown oaks and thriving 
plants. The profpedt of his country's good warms his heart?. 
He returns and beholds his little offspring round his board, fatiated 
with the views of the proviiion made for their defence in the 
thriving nurferies all around. He enjoys it a while, and in a good 
old age lies down and dies in peace. 

That this was the cafe of our prcdeceflbrs, even in the laft cen** 
tury, is plain ; and it has anfwered every end defigned. Witnefs 
the glory and honour, as a nation, we are arrived at. 

How different is the modern tafte in the new- built palaces, or 
country-feats, of our grandees !. The architect mtift confult the 
phyfician, who has travelled to France and Italy for his (Knowledge. 
Great part of thofe countries has been long iincc drained * of its 
timber, by the fame fatality, or negledfc of planting or propaga- 
tion, which prevails with us. It is deemed unhealthfylto live 
near a wood : Monfieur has told us fo, and the bait is fwallowed* 

Hera 
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Here and there a full-grown oak muft be left in front, at the dis- 
tance of half ft mile : a tuft -of trees on either fide muft be ret 
ferved, for ornament, not for fervice. The beautiful ftrufture 
muft be feen at a diftance j but no regard paid to pofterity. Down 
with the oaki from the front and wings, is the modern cry. 

Thus, like the fox in the fable, that raifes encomiums on his 
own defects, and would fain bring his neighbours into the lame 
difgrace, hy cutting off their tails j fo our frenchified doctors will 
tell you, how much more healthful it is to have the timber remo- 
ved; and if we give heed to them, we may become like the de- 
farts of Arabia. Whereas, if gentlemen would look back into 
the longevity of their forefathers, they would find this doftrine all . 
a farce; and that in age and health, they, in general, exceeded 
this generation. 

But whatever be the occafion, fo long as fads demonstrate, that 
the ftate of our oak timber is actually upon the decline, it is felf- 
cvident, that the laws for increafing or preferving it are not fuffi- 
cientto the end propofed by them. 

Let us now take a view of the Eaft and North fide of the king- 
dom. 

The counties of Suffolk and Norfolk, Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, 
the biftioprick of Durham and the North coaft of Scotland, I am 
not fo particularly acquainted with, and can only fpeak from the 
information I have received ; nor do I think it fo material, as it is 
well known that the counties already described, are, and have been, 
the chief fuppby for the navy. 

The numerous ports of North Yarmouth, Hull, Scarborough, 
Stolon, Whitby, Sunderland, Newcaftle, and the North coaft 
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of Scotland, are fupplied chiefly, as I am informed, from the 
Humber and Trent. 

The great number of veffels they employ in the Baltick and 
coal trade make it abfolutely neceffary to have certain magazines 
of timber for the building of thofe (hips that are to fupply the 
metropolis with coal ; and it appears from the teftimony I have 
colledted, that, though the decreafe here is not fo great in the 
South and Weft fide of the kingdom, yet an ancient (hipwright 
of Hull, who has lately retired from bufinefs, apprehends that 
near three-fourths of all the full-grown timber on that fide of the 
kingdom have been cut down fince the time he commenced a 
builder, and that little care is taken to encourage nurferies. Ano- 
ther from the fame place apprehends that one half of the full- 
grown timber has been cut down during the late war, but that 
there are flill fine parcels of large timber remaining. 
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S.E C T. III. 

'Shewing by undeniable Tefiiwony, the Reality of the Decreafe in Oak 

Timber jit for the Navy and Merchants Service. 

EJRITANNIA having, thro* the courfe of an expenfive War, 
J ftrctched every nerve to maintain her dignity * and now, hav- 
ing extended peace round the globe, it appears highly necefTary to 
attend to the prefent ftate of her magazines, and take care to be pro- 
vided, at all events, againft the machinations of her exafperated 
foes ; who will only wait a more favourable opportunity to attempt 
that deadly blow, which, for fome hundred years, they have been 
continually meditating. 

Dear-bought experience, and fignal fuccefs, has taught us, that 
" Heart of Oak is not only the means of preferring our liberty, but 

* that by which we have made the nations tremble ; and therefore 
prudence calls for a narrower infpedion into our refoqrcesj and 

* fufn&idnfes Britannia's fpns, from the different counties, to give a 

* faithful defcription of the proportionate decreafe of her oaks in the 
laft fojrty or fifty years; that the prefent age, by viewing the ex- 
haufted ftore, may fix on fuch meafures as may be effe&uai to con- 
vey to fuccepding generations the fame bleflings that we enjoy. 

And in order to come at a true knowledge of the decreafe of 
our ftock, thofe perfons who have rendered themfelves famous 
in cutting down the ftately oaks, for the laft half century, are 
able to give the mbft proper evidence, by which the publick irr ge- 
neral will be able to form a judgment of the truth of the pre- 
m mifes. We need only have regard to thofe counties which are, or 
lately have bepn, the 'magazines for the navy and merchants fer- 
vice. As to thofe 'that have been long exhaufted, we fhall either 
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pafs over them in filence, or juft hint that no fupply can be had 
from thence ; which is the cafe of that Araft tradt of the fea-coaft 
from the port of Glasgow, in Scotland, to Dumfries $ Whitehaven 
and Workington, in Cumberland, to the pert of Lancafter inclu- 
sive. Their refources for Ship-building being (as aforefaid) from 
the ports of Liverpool, Chefter, and North-Wales. 

Let us hear the teftimony of an ahcient fhipwright, Mr. Alex- 
ander Martin, of Ervirte, written when he was on a journey pear- 

* » ■ * 

chafing timber, dated Chefter, AprU the dth, 1763. 

» 

8 IR, 

• In anfwer to your requeft concerning the decreafe of oak timber, 
and from whence we have our fupply ; I have been a mailer lhip» 

wright in Ervine twenty-one years, and am acquainted with the 

« 

ports of Newport, Gfeenock, Ayre, and Dumfries, and we have 
no fupply of oak timber for {hip-building and repairing in all this 
fide of Scotland. But our principal fupply has been from Liver- 
pool, Chefter, and Moftyn in . North- Wales j and in thofe placet 
we find the timber much fcarcer, and greatly advanced in price. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your very humble fervant, 

Alexander Martin. 

Like wife of Captain William Miller, dated 4th of April 176$. 

SIR, 

According to your requeft, wanting my opinion, whence they are 
fupplied with oak timber in the river Clyde, or Port Glafgow as 
I ferved xpy apprenticefhip there, and was for fome time employed 



by merchants as a mater of work, in building ami repairing veflcla, 
the following places, to the bcft of my knowledge, both in thajt 
time, which was abort fixteen or feventeen years j but I believe 
they are ftill fupplied from the fame, viz* ftraight oak timber and 
anchor-flocks, from Virginia, New England, &c. plank, for the 
mod part, from the fame place : the greateft fupply we had for 
building and repairing, where crooked timber was required, was 
from Liverpool, Moftyn, and Conway. And indeed we could not 
have built a veffel of any burden without applying to thofe places* 
We had our fmall timber from the Highlands of Scotland, fit for 
our boat timber : Sometimes a trifle from Dantzick. But on the 
whole, we could have done very little work without applying to 
Liverpool, or North- Wales. If the above does you any (ervice, k 
will alio be very agreeable to, Sir, 

Your very humble fervapt, 

See another testimony from the North of England : 

Whitehaven, 10th June 17^3* 
SIR, 

I received yours by my brother, which I copied over, and gave 
the letter to Mr. Palmer; according to his opinion and mine, 
there is feven-eighths of the timber for (hip-building cut down in 
lefs than forty years ; and the timber growing fince is frequently cut 
for coal wood : and likewife the lords tenants, that have convenient 
vales to plant, will not, as the lords take it from them at plea- 
fure, there being a great number of furnaces all through the coun- 
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try, that no timber will be fuffered to grow to its perfe&ion." Whieft 

is frorti, • i 

Your humble fervant, 

jto&« J9W. 

Hear the opinion of an eminent {hip-builder in Whitehaven. 

Mr. Fifher, ; 

'SIR, 

I received yours by Mr. Wood, and obferve the contents; and my 
opinion of the decreafe of full grown timber, for the laft forty years, 

m 

in this county of Cumberland, is at leaft feven-eighths ; and in Weft- 
moreland, as touch of It as is near the water,- is much the fame; and 
in the North part of Lancashire it is all cut down entirely; and 
there are £o many furnaces and forges erected, both in the North 
part of Lancafhire and in this county, that there is no probability of 
its ever riling to 1 what yoii* fcfelt full grown timber again. The Earl 
of Egremont lYfcrd of a great many tenancy eftates in this county, 
and the wood belonged to him -, but within this laft feven years he 
has fold a great part of them free, efpecially the wood-ground and 
the; wood ; and the tenapts were obliged to fell their timber to help 
to pay for their freelidge : they all now take care to fpring all their 
wood- ground, but then in fixteen or feventeen years time they-can 
fell it for charcoal and bark j fo that in one century they will make 
money of it three or four times over ; and without fome large pre r 
jquums, there will never, in. my opinion, be much full grown tim*- 
ber again in this county. I wi(h your treatife may have thq defired 
effect j and am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
Whitehaven, July 5 th, William Palmer. 

'We 
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We fcave the further teftimony of Mr. Benjamin Birkett, who has 
been and is largely concerned as agent for an eminent company of 
timber merchants and fhipwrights in Whitehaven $ has feveral con- 
fiderable falls going forward, both on his own account and his em- 
ployers, this prefent year, in the counties of Flint, Denbigh- 
shire, Chefoice, Shropfhire, and Staffordshire,' grtat part of which 
•by land arid water carriage muft be tranfpbrted to Whitehaven ; 
which (hews the difficulties they labour under there, and is a full 
proof of their being ftript of their oak timber in the adjacent coun- 
ties, as by his letter, dated Willington Crofc, the i ith of July 1763. 

* 1 • 

SIR, 
I received yours, dated the 21ft ult. in which you requeft my 

< 

fentiments concerning the decreafe of oak timber. I have been 
concerned in this branch of bufinefs in feveral counties both in Scot- 
land and the North of England, in which places good timber is al- 
moft all cut down. 

And great part of the fineft coppices neither planted again nor 
fprung, which makes moil part of the North, particularly Cum- 
berland, to my certain knowledge, fupplied froth North and South 
Wales, Shropfhire, and Chefhire j ift which 'places, efpeciartly in 
part of North Wales, Shropfhire, and* Chefhire (for my own part 
have been concerned in) upwards of ten thoufand oak trees, fit for 
all kinds of ufe, feither for -the navy or merchants Service, which 
are and will be all rooted up 5 and f Have not the leaft reafon tabe- 
lieve, that the ground will ever be planted again; This* is the 
common cuftomwith others- in the fame counties, as well as thofe 
with whom I am concerned in. Which pradice, in my opinion, 

io 
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In a few years, will be a great detriment to this nation, if not pro- 
perly confidered on and timely remedied. I am 

Your moil humble fervant to command, 

B. Birkett. 

This brings us to the firft magazine of confequenqe, the flourttb- 
ing town of Liverpool ; where there has not been lefs than a thou>- 
fand fail of (hips built in the laft fifty years. And we have a very 
interefting teftimony of Mr. John Okill, concerning the decreafe. 
And as he is one of the oldeft timber-merchants and builder in 
this part of the kingdom, his judgment carries great authority 
with it. 

Liverpool, aoth Feb. 1763. 
SIR, 

Yours of the nth inftant is now before me 9 contents duly 
noted. In anfwer thereto, as to the decreafe of timber fitting for 
his Majefty's ufe, in Lancashire, Cheshire, and North Wales, I 
believe fifteen parts out of twenty are exhaufted within thefe fifty 
years. I mean, of what was growing near any navigable river, 
either for this port, or to be carried to any of his Majefty's yards, 
fo far as I am acquainted. As to the inland parts of the coun- 
try, it will confequently be fo dear as not to be come at, either 
for his Majefty's fervice or the merchants {hips. 

I remember laft dear time of corn, it was much talked of, that 
the honourable Houfe of Commons had under confideration, to 
plant half the wafte lands with timber, the other half with corn. 

As 
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As the greateft part of commoning uninclofed may not be neat 
any navigable rivers, I prefume there is much to be found in 
North and South Wales fit for fuch purpofes. I query, Whether 
it would not be more interesting for the government, to purchafe 
lands additional, as timber is fo expenfive to remove upon a long 
land carriage ; and as many parts of thofe lands are very fuitablQ 
1br planting, which are efteemed of low value, and are very con- 
venient for Slipping off. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 
". ' ' JobnOtill; 

% 

The concurring teftimony of Mr. Richard Galightly, an eminent 
Shipwright. . 

SIR, 
I received yours ; and in regard to my fentiments about th# 
Tcarcity of timber, I haye been concerned |in (hip-building near 
fifty years, and can fay, that the decreafe has been fourteen parts 
out of twenty, efpecially where I have been a purchafer, in Lafr- 
cafhire, Chefliire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, and feveral counties in 
Wales. And 1 apprehend, that little care has been taken to fup- 
ply the deficiency by planting. If a proper method could be found 
to oblige the gentlemen, who have large woods to fall, to fence 
and preferve the young woods from beipg deftroyed by cattle, it 
.would caufe an earlier growth in the timber, and be a gieans, in 
fome.meafore^ to remove the grievance complained of. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble jfervant, 
March 29th, 1763. 

Rkburd Gatigbtly. . 

7 Mr* 
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Mr. William Yoxall, in his letter concerning. the decreafe in the 
'county of Cheshire, fays : 

* . ." * r 

• m 

Namptwich, 26th Feb. 1763. 

'sir, 

f ' 

• I received your letter, wherein you defired I would give you my 

.thoughts of the decreafe of timber. All I can fay is, that we have 

but little in this neighbourhood to what we had thirty years ago : 

And [ fuppofe, at leaft one half of it has been cut in that time, 

fince I have been a {mail dealer in it. 

You muft know* this county was never efteemed a timber county, 
when compared to Shropshire and North Wales. Now Mr. Wal- 
ford of Wem, who you have- often dealt with, can give you a 
more fetisfadlory account than I can. It has been a common com- 
plaint as long as I can remember, of the decreafe of oak timber. 
( As your defire is to ferve pofterity aod this kingdom, in fupport- 
jng the navy>, the grand bulwark of our- country, do, with the 
warmeft wiflies, hope, that what you may write will have the 
de%ed effed. I am, Sir, 

Your moil obedient fervant, 
"J . . _ William Toxall. 

■ 

We will therefore fee what Mr. Thomas Walford fays (on this 
interefting fubjed) of Shropfhire, as it is and always was efteemed 
one of the beft timber counties in the kingdom, fituate on each 
fide of the Severn: is a great fopplier both to Briftol, Liverpool, 
And Whitehaven, and no county has more fubftantiai dealers in it. . 

He declares, in his letter dated i 2 th Feb. 17*3.- As to the 

decreafe of full-grown timber, that is fit for {hip-building, I am 
of opinion that our county hath not above two parts in ten 

< (landing 
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Standing which it had thirty years ago j and very little care is taken 

to plant more. . 

I am your humble fervant, 

Thomas Walford. 

m 

And likewife Mr. Robert Palmer, near Colebrook Dale, in his 
letter dated 12th April 1763. 

SIR, 
Being largely concerned in buying and felling, and in falls of 
timber in Shropshire, Montgomeryshire, and other places, for 
feveral years paft, the great confumption has been fuch in com- 
parifon of what remains, that unlefs fome fpeedy method is foon 
taken for the planting of young oaks, the navy and merchants fer- 

vice will greatly want the fame. 

I am your humble fervant, 

Robert Palmer. 

We Shall now inquire into the ftate of oak in North Wales ; 
where we are obliged with an eminent teftimony of one, largely 
concerned in divers parts of this kingdom in the forges and furnaces, 
in his letter of nth of March, 1763. Dated Conway Furnace. 

From my own knowledge of Caernarvonshire, Denbighshire, 
Merionethshire, and Flintshire, I think there is not one third part 
of the wood now left growing in thofe counties, of what there was 
when we began to ere6t the furnace here, which is now .about fifteen 
years ago ; neither timber, nor any other kind of wood; -And no 
manner of care is taken to propagate a frefh growth j at which 
rate thefe counties muSl become almoSl bare of wood in a Short 
time. And the like devastation is committed among the woods in 
Montgomery Shire and Cardiganshire : but there are Some good ex- 

H amples 
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amples of coppicing the woods in fome part of thofe two counties, 
fet of late years 3 and it is likely to become a general cuftom. 

. I am, &c. Your humble fervant, 

William Bridge. 

And John Moftyn, Efquire, of Denbigh, fays, in his letter of 

_ » 

the i 3 th of March 1763 There certainty is great devaftation 

made upon timber of all forts in this county, as well faplings as full- 

grown. And no fort of care is taken to ! prote& coppices, or pro- 

pagate young ones. And there are more faies advertifcd this year 

than I ever remember. I believe they amount to a third part of all 

the grown timber in the county. 

* *■ * 
I am, dear Sir,, your friend and fervant, 

y*bn Mofiyn. 

The devaftation made by the furnaces and forges in North and 
South Wales is an univerfal complaint, and merits the attention of the 
legislature. For in. many places of thofe counties, efpecially inland, 
both woods and groves, coppices and young faplings, are wholly ap- 
. propriated to this very purpofe. So that the fhip-building, in feveral 
of the adjacent fmall fea-ports, is entirely ftopt ; and the builders are 
obliged to remove from place to place : and in a little time the name 
of a fhipwright will not be known in thofe parts of the kingdom, if 
not immediately remedied. For it is become a cuftom for the iron- 
matters to purchafe all large quantities of timber in North and South 
Wales ; and the Shipwrights and other artificers are laid under the 
obligation to purchafe from this fet of men whatever they (hall 
think proper not to appropriate to the ufe of their furnaces. So that 
in a few years thefe counties, formerly fo famed for large quantities 
pf wood, will be in the fame fituatioh with the kingdom of Ire- 
land and other places, as reprefcnted by Malachy Poftlethwaite, £% 
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in h/n. excellent Dictionary . of Trade and Commerce*, from which 
I fhall beg leave to make the following quotation. 

" The wafte and deftru&ion which has been of the woods in 
Warwick, Stafford, Worcefter, Hereford, Monmouth, Gloucefter, 
Glamorgan, Pembroke, Shropfhirfe, and Suffex" (to which I may 
add Cheshire, Flintfhire, Denbigh, Merioneth, Cardigan, Mont- 
gomeryfhire, &c.) " by the deftru&ive iron-works, is not to be 
imagined. The fcarcity of wood is thereby already grown fb great, 
that where chord, wood has been fold at five or fix fallings per 
chord, within thefe few years,, it is rifen to upwards of twe}v$ or 
fourteen fhillings per chord ; and in Come places it is all confuted. — 
And if fome care is not taken to preferve our timber from thefe 
confuming furnaces, we fball certainly fland in need of oak to fup- 
ply the Royal navy, and alio {hipping for tjie ufe of the merchants, 
to the great difcout&geboeiit o( (hip-building and navigation, upon 
which the fafety and figure of thefe kingdoms as a maritime power 
depends." And he fays further, c< ft is generally allowed, that 
within thefe fefeftfy years Ireland was better ftorcd with oak timber 
than England ; but feveral gentlemen from hence, as well as thofe 
refiding there, fet up iron-works, which, in a few years, fwept away 
the wood to that degree, that they have even a fcarcity of fmall fluff 
to produce bark for their tanning, norfcarce timber for their common 
neceffary ufes. The diftrefs has been fo great, that they have been 
forced tp fend to England ai)d elfewhere for bark, and to Norway, 
•&c. for building timber, and fufFer their 1 rge hides to be exported 
tp Holland, Germany, and Flanders, where to a great lofsin that 
manufa&ory they have been tannetf/' 

Hi - It 

* 
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It is well known they have no fupply of bark and timber, but ar* 
fupplied from Liverpool, Chefter, and North and South Wales,, 
which will (hortly bring this country into the fame diftrefs. 

This leads me to consider the ftate of Pembrokeshire and Car- 
marthen (hire, in regard to which I have the opinion of an ancient 
Briton, a man of veracity and property, in his letter .dated March, 
the 15th, 1763. 

SIR,. 

In anfwer to your reqoeft about the decreafe of oak timber in Car- 
marthenshire, Pembrokefhire, and part of Cardiganshire, in which. 
counties I am well acquainted, I apprehend there* is not now (land- 
ing or growing one part in ten of full grown timber that these was* 
thirty years ago, the time I entered into trade. 

tarn, with great efteem* 

. Your very, humble fervant, 

George James.. 

He further fays, 

About five years ago, in the year 1758, I was in converfation 
with Mr. Andrews, purveyor of Plymouth yard, when I afked hinv 
as to the decreafe of oak timber, and what we fhould do in another 
century ? His anfwer was to this effedt, that in the fpace of fifty years 
we fhould be entirely void of full-grown timber, if no care was taken 
by the legiflature. Yours> &c- 

George James. 

Another teftimony from the fame part is a flrong confirmation of 
the former, and fhews that the decreafe is much more rapid of late 
years, as is reafonable to expedt in proportion to the increafe of the 
confumption* 

■ • Mr. 
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Mr. Fiflier, 
SIR, 

In "anfwer toyour requeft, I have been in trade as a (hip-builder 
thefe thirteen years ; and fince that time efpecially, and fome times 
before, I knew moft of the timber in this county, and a great part of 
the counties adjacent, and find the confumption of oak timber to be 
ft leaft eight times greater than it was at that time. I am, Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 
Caermarthen, March 13, 1763. Pbih Morgan. 

Mr, Howell Williams, of Tenby in Pembrokefliire, mafter £hip- 
Wright, in his letter of the nth of March 1763, fays, 

SIR, 

My forefathers were all bred (hipwrights ; and I have known the 
woods in this country ever fince I was a youth ; and they have ihewn 
me feveral large pieces of land, which were in their memory full of 
growth of fine woods, which were reduced to coals for the manu- 
factory of iron $ and I have known feveral groves of timber trees re- 
duced 'to the fame purpofe : the old ftock not kept, nor any planted 
in its ftead $ which has been the common practice in this county 
of late years. 

I was in a neighbouring county, with a gentleman employed by the 
government, where we faw, in feveral places, great deftrudtion of tim- 
ber ; and meeting with fome agents of a gentleman in the iron way,. 
requefted of them how many butts of oak, big and fmall, might be 
deftroyfed by the purchafes of their mafter yearly ? They aflured us* 
they felled feveral hundred thoufands yearly, which were moftly re- 
duced to coals. I think, if fuch deftrudtive pradtice is carried on for 
a few years, it will be the ruin of pofterity, and, in all appearance^ 

likely 
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likely to be the utter ruin of our branch of bufinefs, which is the 
great fupport of the nation. No one can have more earn$ft defire 
to have your undertaking perfected to yoi»r fatisfa&ion, than, Shy 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

HoyteU WiUiafffs. 

And in regard to Brecknockfhire, hear what Ms. George Lomax 
. fays, who is no timber merchant, nor does the county afford any of note* 

SIR, 

* • 

In compliance with your requeft concerning the decreafe of oak 

timber in this county, I humbly apprehend it is at leaft two thirds 

, more than what I have remembered it ; having lived in this Town 

of Brecknock upwards of thirty years. Witnefs my hand* 1 7th day 

©f March 1763. 

George Lomax. 

Having gone through moft of the Welfh couqiies, let us return to 
Worcefterfhire, where we have the opinion of a moft eminent ti|n- 
ber dealer, Mr. John More (being in partnership with Mr. Drew) 
well known at the Navy Board for the great contratSs fupplied to 
Plymouth yard during the late war ; nor is there a man in the coun- 
ties he gives his fentiments on better acquainted than he is, as by 
his letter, dated Worcefter, March the 23d 176 3. 

SIR, 

In anfwer to your letter concerning the decreafe of oak timber fit 
for the navy it is my opinion, that in the counties of Worcefter- 
fhire, Gloucefterfhire, Herefordshire, and Monmouthfhire, there is 
not now ftanding one fifth part there was forty years ago, except in 
the foreft of Dean, where, twelve years ago, I furveyed twenty-five 
thoufand load of full grown timber ; and perhaps there may be one 

half 
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half of that quantity expended fince that time, I think it . highly 
Tieceffary that fome fpeedy method (hould be taken for propagating 
'oak timber, 1>oth for thenavy and merchants fer vice. And am, Sir, • 

Your humble fervant, 

John More. 

How melancholy a defcription of the fecond, if not the fir ft, grand 
magazine Tor the navy! To fuppofe there is not thirteen thoufand 
load of full grown timber/ in one of the principal forefts, fet apart 
Tor the ufe of the havy$ which quantity is fcarce fufficient to equip 
Ifac (h'rps df the line. 

We have the further teftimony of Mr. John Smith, late of Wor* 
cefter, but now agent for the eftate of the late Mr, Whitaker near 
Mllfbrd Wen. 

March the 7 th 1763. 
SIR, 

Asybu d'eftred my opinion in grown timber, I have bein concerned 
in that brainih about forty years, and may fafcly fay, that there is 
not more now ftahdihg than one fifth part in Worcefterfhire and 
Warwickshire, where I have been moftly concerned in that bull- 
titfs. And am, Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

Jobn Smith. 

Take al'fo the fentiments of another eminent dealer of extenfivc 

knowledge. / 

Chepftow, 5th June 1760. 
SIR, 

As to your former favour, relating to the decreafe of oak timber, 

I muft and do afk* your pardon for not anfwering fooner. And 

now can only acquaint you, that by all appearance in thefe neigh- 

7 bouring 



bouring counties, Glamorganfhire, Monmouthftiire, Gloucefterfhire, 
Hereford/hire, and Shropfhire, I think it looks as though fate had 
defigried almoft an entire deftru&ion of oak timber, by the quanti- 
ties I have known fallen within thefe fifteen years back $ and do ap- 
prehend, that except the growth of young timber is more taken care 
of and preferved in "other parts of England than is here at pre- 
fent, fuch timber as is fitting for his Majefty's navy will, in a few 
years, be fo greatly exhaufted, and fo fcarce, within the reach of any 
navigable river, that the value of the timber will not pay its own car- 
riage to his Majefty's yards j and of courfe the dealing in that way 
will foon be ended, with, 

* 

Your humble fervant at command, 

William Williams. 
' Hear the opinion of an eminent {hip-builder in Briftol, Mr. Ed- 
ward Matthews $ and as their fupply comes from the Severn to a 
market, it cannot be fuppofed they can be acquainted with the de- 
creafe but by the confequences, the badnefs of the quality, and the 
increafe of the price. See his letter, dated the 24th of Feb. 1 763 . 

• SIR, 

The decreafe of timber in our parts fit for the navy, and our 

, work likewife, is very eafily accounted for ; for thirty years ago 

there was not one third part of the Shipping belonging to this port 

as is now. And only look back, and fee how our navy is increafed. 

But the greateft evil is, the coopers cutting all the buts for cafks to 

hold cyder, which I wifli could be prevented, as we have land 

enough in America to provide flaves. We have not the choice, in 

four times the timber, as we had ten years ago. 

I am your humble fervant, * 

. Edward Matthews. 

I am 
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I am very fenfible, that three fourths of all the clean but-ends of 
the moft valuable timber, in thefe parts of the kingdom, are appro- 
priated to the ufe of the cooper and joiner. And, as the whole 
ftock of large timber is fo greatly decreafed, if a ftop could be put 
to this deftrudtive method, it would be a means of continuing tim- 
ber for the navy, and the merchants, much longer. 

If we crofs Briftol Channel, and hear the report of Somerfetfliire, 
Devonshire, and Cornwall, as it is well known they are not timber 
counties, we need not fpend much time in proving the decreafe. 
But it appears, the decreafe has been nearly the fame as in many 
of the fore-mentioned counties j as by the teftimony of Mr. George 
Rooke, agent and partner with Jofeph Biddlecome, Efquire, of Ro- 
therhithe ; who, at this time, have fome considerable falls of timber 
going forward in fome of thofe counties, as by his letter, from 
Crediton, of the 8th of March, J 7 63. 

SIR, 

As you mention, you are going to write a treatife of the decreafe 
of oak timber ; and, for what I can learn, is near about one fifth 
part of what there was forty years ago, in Devon, Dorfet, Somer- 
fet, and Cornwall 5 and not one tenth in Hants, Surry, Kent, and 
Suflex, &c. 

So Sir, this is the beft account I can give at prefent : and I wifli 
you fuccefs in your treatife ; 

and am, Sir, 

Your humble fervaot, 

George Rooke. 
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The next is the teftimony of a gentleman of veracity, and well 
known, for his experience and extenfive acquaintance in the timber 
way \ being one of his Majefty's purveyors in Plymouth. 

Mr. Roger Fifher, Dock, 1 8th March 17 6y 

SIR, 

Yours of the 8th paft I received, wherein you defke to know my 
fentiments, how I have found the, decreafe or increafe of oak timber 
in the counties I have been engaged in ; and that you and the timber- 
merchants you are acquainted with agree, that there is not one 
fourth part of full-grown timber, fit for the navy, that there was 
thirty years ago* — In the firft place, Increafe there hath been none,, 
that has fallen under my infpe&ion : Decreafe, very confidcrable > 
for I dare fay, there have been more capital (hips built in thefe 
thirty years laft paft, than there was for one-hundred- and- fifty year* 
before. — -You fay nothing of forming any fcheme for propagating 
that f pedes : if I can be of any ufe that way, let me know in your 
next. 

I am, Sir, 

• r 

Your moft humble fervant, 

William Andrews.. 

Hitherto the decreafe of oak in the principal timber counties we 
have paired through feems to be, on a par, four-fifths, dtftroyed in . 
forty yeais : But as we go towards the capital* ,1; fear the account 
will be lefs favourable. . I (hall therefore pafs by the plains of Wilt- 
(hire and Dorfetfhire (there needs no teftimony to prove, that both 
forefts, woods, and groves, yea and almoft the hedges, are extinfl:,. 
for a great many miles in thefe counties), and (hall proceed to 

Hampfhire s 
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Hampfbire > and hedr the opinion of Mr; William Steele, in hU 
letter, dated Bfoughton, in Hatnpihire, April the 13th, 1763. . : 

S I R, 

I duly received yours of the 17th laft * and in anfwer acquaint 
you, that I am of opinion, the decreafe of oak timber for forty bt* 
fifty years paft, in the South, has been greater than in other parts 1 
of the kingdom* My father, who has been a contradtet of long' 
Handing, thinks there is not now growing one eighth part of timber 
fit for the navy of what there was fince his remembrance. 

It is, as you obferve, a melancholy- troth ; the very being of 
our nation as a maritkrie power greatly depending on our timber* 
Several caufes may be affigned for the decreafe : The principal I 
apprehend are, that the confumption occafioned by fo large a navy 
drid extenfive trade has exceeded the growth; Perhaps tb this the- 

* • 

want of ceconomy in the ufe of h (F would net fay where) has 1 
greatly contributed. And the life of diffipation many of 'tfui 1 hobi* 
lity and gentry leadf, has occaiioned the deftrudtion of many hun- 
dred thoufands of fine oaks before their maturity ; fo that many' 
eftates, which formerly fumirtied the nary with great qiifintitiee *of 
large timber, have now nond but what is fmail. I wifh you fuccefs* 
in your undertaking! and am* Sir, 

Your humble fcrvant, > 

' William Steele. ' 'T 

* • * • t • 

P. <?. I have obferyed'in many places, that. abundance of young, 
timber has been nurfed up of late years, which I hope will 
become general. 

We have likewife a very interefting account from one whofe axes 
have made whole forefts, woods and groves to tremble ; Mr. Richard 

I 2 Chitty, 
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Chitty, now of Golden Grove in Caermarthenfliire, formerly ot 
Singleton in Suffex, in his letter dated Golden Grove, Feb* 21, 1763*. 

SIR, 

Yours of the 1 ith inftarit I received, relating to the quantity of 

large timber now ftanding, &c. and in anfwer, I have been a con- 
tractor above forty years, and know great part of the timber coun- 
ties in England, and am the oldeft contractor ; and no man living- 
has viewed more timber Handing than myfelf ; and in my opinion,, 
there is not more than the tenth part of the government timber 
ftanding now as was when I began trade. 

I am your humble fervant; 

Richard Chitty. 

Let us now attend to an eminent builder fn the river, and hean 
his fentiments of the decreafe of oak timber :, and, as he is a gentle- 
man of extenfiye knowledge and acquaintance, his teftimony will, 
be of material fervice, aa by his letter of the 25th of Jan. 1763,, 
lyhere he fays y 

I have particularly considered the heads of your Heart of Oak. 
pamphlet* and wiih it was in my power to furnifh you with any hints." 
that may be of fervice. I am thoroughly fenfible of the great decreafe; 
of timber, and the little care taken, both by the government and 
private perfons, in planting or preventing cattle from deftroying the 
young oaks, as they come up in the forefts : alfo, the great defi- 
ciency in the law, that does not make it felony to cut down young 
oaks for fire woodi or for fale. I am well acquainted with the New 
Foreft in Hampfhire, and there the timber would plant itfelf, and 
there would be near fufficient? to fupply Portfmouth yard, was k 

fenced- 
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fenced In to keep out the young cattle of all kinds from deftroying; 
the young trees as they come up. All the purveyors who have been 
in thefe parts are of my opinion $ and acquaint me that the decreafe 
of timber is fo great, that there are very few large parcels remaining.. 
The principal are the late Mr- Dawtry's, in Effex and Suflex, and Sir 
Simon Stuart's in Hampshire. Without fome method is fpeedily 
taken, another century muft woefully experience the want of it. Mr- 
Gabriel Ackworth, and Mr. Goldfworth, purveyors of Deptford and 
Woolwich, gave me the account The latter you know, and I dare 
fay,, if you think it neceflary, will inform you. more particularly than* 
I can,, if you write to liim. 

I am yours, &c. 

Henry BinL 

• ' . . - . '. 

And in his letter to me of the 2d of April, j 3*63, he obferves, 
I have been this week at Guildford wharf, in company with two* 
©f the moft principal timber dealers, Mr. William Richardfon and 
Mr. WillianxMcf ris. I made ^11 the enquiry poffible y and the only 
parcels of timber that they know of, of any confequence, that Iks to 
come in to that wharf, are the late Mr. Dawtry's, now in the pof- 
feffion of — — — Luther,. Efqj this is a very large parcel, and grow* 
near Petworth in Suflex j. the other is Sir Simon St*jart!$i andgrowa 
pear Heartly Row inHampfliire j they know of no other of confe- 
quence in. all 4hat jpart ot the country. Guildford is the greateft 
timber wharf in England ; I dare fay there is now ten thoufand load* 
of oak timber on it. 

The names o£ the principal timber merchants in London are,, 
Abraham and Henry Mills, William Richardfon, and Joftph Biddle- 



come.; in Kent, McC Prentice j. in Surry, Jeremiah Howard, Wil- 
liam: 
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* 

Ham Morris, Robert Bryant s in B$rk(hire, Meft Bayly; w4.WiUmfti 
Clements ; in Hampshire, Jofeph Whije, William Steele, Thoa&s 
Monday, John Raihley, Efq; and John Clewer ; in the Ifle of 
Wight, William Harding; inEflgx, Mr. William Dearfley ; and all 
at times have told me, that in another century' they do not know 
where timber will be got to keep up our navy, and that there is no 
provifion made by planting. 

I am, yours, 6cc! 

H. Bird. 

• • . ■ . .1 

As Mr. George Goldfworthi purveyor of Woolwich yard, has been 

fo obliging to furnifh us with his fentiments of the decreafe in his let- 
's 

ter of the 28th of March 1763, I hefre infert it. 

I received yours of the 8th ult. wherein you fignify the many coun- 
ties you have had experience of, with the number of years you have 

t • • • 

obferved the decreafe of oaks, arid require my fentiments. — In 

anfwer, 

• * * -• 

V The Hon. Surveyor of the navy, 1 with feveral of the principal ma- 

„ . * * • t 

fter (hipwrights, and mdft eminent' timber' riierchants hi thfc rivet 
Thames, with your humble fervant, were direfted to attend a corn- 
mitteeofthe Honourable Houfe of Commons, 9th March 1^56, to 
anfwer the following queftionsi vifc. ■ « -"- k "• * 

• If the quantity of 'oak timber Was decneafed ? If the : gfowth^rciul<J 

... » * 1 

hot fopply the demand of the navy; aVchitetfture, and merch T an*s 
confumption f And if the confuqaption was greater than the growth ? 
Whether feveral commons, now uncultivated,- might not be of 
fervice under proper regulations, to the producing a fufficient 
quantity of oak timber, to fupply the demand of the navy, and 
merchants fervice? (the bulwark of our nation.) The general opi- 
nion 
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nion was, that the large oak timber was much exhaufted ; upon 

which, the feveral a&s for preferving oak timber were diredted to 

• * 

be read, and an aft paffed for planting thofe commons. 

My anfwer to. the queftions, viz. The time I had been in em- 
ploy, with remarks made, was, that in 1737 the mean price of" . 
oak timber viz. 100 feet meetings, 3/. per load; in 1743, 3 /. 10 s. 
per load; in 174?, 4/. p6r lbad; and 1756, 4/. 5 J. per load. 
Confequently, the quantity decr«afed in the above proportion $ and 
the price has not been flatted fince the above time, notwithstand- 
ing the number of men of war built in the royal and merchants 
yards. 

The tfi for planting (of, what I thiftk better, for fowing) the 

quantity of acres, for. what is grabbed, be put iiv force : aifo, t&at it 

be felony to lop oak trees : likewife to encourage the fowing of 

acorns in all wafte grounds where the foil is clay not lefs than three 

feet deep, nor too wet, for fear of (hakes* 
% * ' ' • 
Much might be (aid as to the proportion of wood lands to be on 

cfcch eftate ; alfo in the royal forefts ; but that is in the poWer of our 
fuperiors* 1 am confident there rs no danger of the want of timber 
in this kingdom if the Higher powers tike it into confideration. For 
if many plrte ;o£ this* kingdom were fown with aconss (why I ihention 
(own with acorns, is, that in transplanting oak, there is gteat danger 
of wounding the tap root) and, fenced for eight or ten years from 
the cattl$ browfing, they would in a few years fupply us with /ef- 
ficient Umber, as we are in fo gi;eat a profpedt of a long, and happy 
peace: and particularly, if fbme regard is paid to the (everal books 
publi(hed of late; as, the Modern Druid, by a • clergyman j one by 
a gentleman of the law,, concerning the manner of cauijpg timber 

.to 
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rto grow circular and ufeful for Shipping. I heartily wifh you fuc- 
tC?fs, and am, 

Your humble fervant, 

George Gouldjhvortb 

We have likewife the Sentiments of an eminent timber dealer of 
.Romford, in the county of EfTexj in his letter of the i^th of April, 

J am favoured with yours, and in anfwer thereto, do agree with 
nay brother timber dealers, that three fourths of the full-grown 
timber have been cut down in the fpace of fourteen years : and that 
care {hould be taken by thofe in power to fupply the deficiency, by 
planting, and afterwards by preferving the fame, 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

William fiearjly.. 

We are likewife favoured with a very eminent teftimony, not 
only of the decreafe, but likewife of the eafy method that has hi- 
therto been productive of the nourishment and growth of large quan- 
tities of timber, and would Hill do the fame, was it purfued in a 
difcreet manner. 

Rotherhithe, May the 9th, 1763.. 
1 -received yours of the 1 2th ult. which I (hould have anfwered 
before, but at this feafon of the year am much from home. 

It is moft certain, that there is a very great decreafe in the quan- 
tity of large timber in all the neighbouring counties ; in particular 
thofe of imrry, Kent, and Suffex. In the wield of each, within 

the 
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die comptfs o£ forty years, . abnoft all the principal tWber is take* 
49^n, an4 j* genest ©niy.fmbil remains ( and but lktleregard ii 
paid to the improvement of the growth of timber. 7 

In former kafcs it was a condition #et lb. jpiaadgh within a *bl of 
the badges r within which placps b^sbeen prodttted mariy thoufiuid 
ipad$ pf fine timbef r [ Batf fa ftfc yisrtt:6oA beiftg fo How* dlit thrf 
plough goes fo near the hedge, that you cannot walk rtfunidr- a &ftf 
without tearing your coat . . r ■ '.- *■ * 

The counties I mention are fo adapted by nature for. the growth 
of timber, that I have often feen a field tfyat has been ploughed ^nd 
kid t*p for the fnmmer fallow, if no cattle has been in it to browfc 
off the heads, there has young oaks enough appeared ' to have 
tnadc it a,wt>od« if -fuffercd t« glow: and (bat I apprehend would 
Ije the^ eaft <rftbe cwhnle widfd , & that by die Scorns tyx&A Dythe* 
ttjhd, and: latticed 'by *He rcfcfcSj if the growth was 'ctttotifagSlr 
there would be no ocga&lii td-ptaftt trees m tHofe counties', not nil 
deed in -any other* in- my opinion} for nature would do the whole 
for us, if we wo*14;tftke date to keep the catde firdm ertiftg* theik ' 
when they appear. I have often ohferved, and doubt nqt yoifthjfre 
done the fame, where there is any number of bufhes together^ youc 
will find young oaks will come, if the cattle cannot reach them. ;If 
you receive any information from this epiftle that will be of iervice- 

to your wotk* k will give pleafurc to, Sir, 

* • ■ 

V * ■ •» * t 

Your moft humbk fervant, 



• 



r • 



ury Mflls, 



K How 
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How forking is the reprefentation of this eminent dealer f whofe 
^xtcnfive dealings and knowledge there are few to he compare*? 
with. 

Theft melancholy truths are further verified by an eminent deafer r 
or mailer ihipwright, of Hull * by whofe river the chief part of the 
fea-perts on the eaft and north fide of the kingdom are iupplicct 
with timber* 

Mr. Fiflier,. 

SIR,. 
I {hptrtd haye anfwered yours (boner, but have been troubled* 
with the gout. 

Your requeft have anfwered, as a brother chip. I have been* 
forty years a- builder •, but have left it off. ibme time finoe, and 1 
live retired with my family* £wifh ypu joy in boildii^ the feventy* 
four eon fhi&. alfoin vour nrefent undertaking . 



As to tne large timber, irom tnirty to forty years ago it nas 
creafed much, by the navy being fo much augmented: 

It toay be now about a fifth part, or thereabouts, upon an 
average. 

I am, Sir, your fiumblfe fervant* ia any thing I can ferve you* 

John Shields. * 
Hull, April the 30th, 17.63. . 



Hear die opinion of Mr. Jofeph White, an eminent dealer ar 
Anfield in Hampshire* 

Anfield> 
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Aoficld, May the 8th, 1763. 
•"SIR, 

• • * . - * * 

* I^abi favoured with your lettef, purporting a queftion I am at a 
lofs to anfwer. But that there is a great decreafe in large oak 
timber is vifible to every body ; and I am inclined to think there is 
not in Hampfhire at this time one-fourth of the quantity {landing* 
fitting for the navy, that there was forty years ago* 

As to fuccefiion, great care has been taken on mod of the private 
Ciftates in this country. On fome indeed too. many trees have f been 
let up. For unlefs they have proper room to grow they will never- 

• * ■ • * 

get to the fizc fitting for the navy. But where there are enough t 
upon the ground the remedy is eafy; for they may be thinned at 
any time.— And this, to the great prejudice of timber, is much 

negleded. 

• » ■ 

On fome of the publick forefts you may fee here and there an old 
decayed tree, and be told by old men how full it formerly was with 
timber ; though now reduced to almofi naked commons. And the 
grubbing of coppices and hedge-rows have not contributed a little 
to the general decay. The birds would, with a little help (by th^ir 
dropping the acorns), .replant the old and even raife new woods-, 
were not die trees, as they come up, expofed to every mouth feeding 
upon the publick ground. Were all the forefts, &c. turned into pri- 
vate property» I think it would Jbp of publick good- A man's own 
intereft would then caufe hini to encourage the growth of timber: ' 
and there is nothing but felf-intereft will make men go about any . 
thing in good earaeft. > 



^ * 



Great 
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Great part of the immenfe quantity of furze commons, at prefent 
but. of little ufe, are. capable of being turned into fruitful woed& If 
all foch lands were inelofed it would be of grea$ utility to the pre- 
fent fubje& The hedge-rows of fuch z part as may net be turned 
into coppices or woods would be no inconfiderable things. 

If in threefcore years the, navy-timber is funk even one-half, ;andl 
the quantity of fhipping perhaps more than doubled fince that ticoe^ 
what may be the conference of fuch another period I 

~ If the demand for timber be . fo greatly increafed* the nurferiefc 

fhould be fo in proportion ; and more efpocjally as- the old- flock is{ 

' ' ' '. * * • 

fo extreamly exhaufted. And after alLthis* th* long time requifit* 

• • 

to raife large timber fhould not be forgQt*. 

I fhould be gb4 if any of . thefe. incoherent &<wgl^pf miner, 
may be of ufe to your intention, for I wifh it fuccefs y and fa mhtfln 
every Englifhman,, as well as, 
' : Sir,. 

Yoai^mcdt humble rfervant^ t 

• Anothcfr eminent dealer 'itf Surry' produces us.V ftriking inftanoo: 
cf the great decrease of full-grown timber in. the laft twenty year*.. 

®X)d-Sirrj . .. , . . : •■ :•' 

. I ttcasni > foor&«0tt4f^fl&«f ; Aprfr, . and'Woild^ate^tote.' 
fopneiv but haYfr beeW'ch^tnrihg^h^ -^ 
jmts i. and; tbinki yai* bfcftrVation w- veiy-nght ^ari • regard to 4 thsr 
decreafe of full-grown timber. I- have been a-dealer-in tho timber' 
way for twenty years j. and fince, mjr time I do think, that threes 

fousths* 



\ 



i tf 9 ! j 

*^i ' * • . 

fourths o£ that fize are cut dovfrn. And in m? opinion, I think if 

me government and landed intereft will take' into confideration and 

encourage planting, it Would be a good tiling to this nation* 

.§■ ,*•*••• » . • » » • . . 

• I remain/ 

vir,; 

Your very hubihlc iervant. 
The ajdf May 1765, ' . .,.*_.,, 

Wc have another teftimony of an. eminent fhipwright, or timber 
merchant. . , 

.*•'*■ • » .. . . . « ^ * • . . 

Mr.Fifljer* 1 „:. . : ' .\.Ntt& Jul/ a$&*7^ 

S I R r 

r 

Your favour of tjieatfth April came in courfe, which had go* 
miflaid, only found it the other day,, or fhould have anfwered it be- 
fbretodw; nxjft&ct, otyerve the contents for anfwen 

A good deal of timber has gone through my. hands the laft war.-- 

J'dbtft khc)# bbr ttea^Hatf of the'ftill^gfowtf timber" ifa thirf part of" 



Your humble fervant, . 



1 . J « - *. t . . . . * •»< I 1 • .< ~ « 






Wchave.lifenrifertiic-dpmkm<)fMrvRidfcardEIH&iio 

• • 7 Thome, Aug. the 17th,. 1763*. 

In anfwer to yours, the decteafe of full-grown timber fince I was* 
m trade, viz. about tweptv years^ is very confidcratlt, ,but I canoo^ 
jn4g€ in what' proportion i the gj;eateft w deftru<ftion to tiie°growth> 

_ :• * oft 
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iC^f timber in fhefe parts, is the difparking of parks, and the im- 
provement pf tlie land, 3$ la genial they povv ^ub up all the tibir 
1>er, both in the parks, aqd.runs, and hedges,, by .which means in 
.a great ineafure the growth of crooked timber will fee * deftroyed ? 
alfo the cutting of fpring woods at twenty years growth to fupply 
4he forges and furnaces with coal, will be attended with fatal confe- 

• » - r 

-quences; the greateft* part <tfth£ woods are Spring filled* but much 
more ihtbh'd filled than new planted. We are generally fupplied in 
this county from part of Lincolnfhire, Nottingham (hire, and perby- 
/hire. Sir George Savile, arid Tome others, plant a 'good deal, but 
there is not near fo much planted as cut down. If I can give you 
janyC^herrififitraUudii^all do it with pleafure, and am> : - 

Sir, 
Yojuir mpft obedient Jiumble fervant, , 

I i * ^ \ " * » " " ^ . T * • *" **■ 



• • 






/^nd l.aftly j; I prefent the opinion of v the Right Hon. Sir John 
PJiilipp$> whofe public fpirit is well known in the county of Pem- 
broke where. h$ reikis, wd has rendered himfclf ip woinent in the. 
knowledge of the laws of his country; whofc; love to the naval 
power of Britain, the Ihipwright's branch, and the encouragement 
of nurferies upon his own eftate, k beyond moft gentlemen I am 
acquainted with/ to whom I communicated my intention, and had 
the ficafure. of receiving his honour's ^probation thereof. 



. ■* • 



» < 



SIR, London, 3d March, 176$. 

I acknowledge your favour of the 2 id paft, and greatly applaud 
your defign ; as I forefee if gentlemen (Jo not encourage planting of . 

9 * » * s\«lr 



oak 
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oak timber, we muft ceafe to be a maritime nation. I have plants 
ed a great deal myfelf* and recommended it to every body; but 
we want a law for the enforcing and encouraging of it. I have not 
time, nor indeed health at prefent, to look into the laws relating 
to it} but if you ufe my name to Mr. William Adams at Pern* 
broke, I dare fay he will help you to the fight of the ftatute* 
cerning it;, and am*. 

Sir;. 

Your very humble femnt; 

Jjfbn Philippn- 
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'Dfinbnftrating, that the conference of the negkSt of plantings if not 
Speedily remedied \ is likely to be thefttin of this kingdom. 

... .... . ' - • n . i 

. • ' ; 

HE Bthi&i navy never ihoneib bright, as at 4 this day ; the 
quantity of capital (hips and frigates, exceeds the immber 
V of former ( agfee,by f ib«ch 5 wMch peace, in a great raea T 
fore, renders tifHefs : consequently, -rrtimbeb bflhem'will be laid up, 
•and preferred from the incletoenc^ of the weather; as much as po£ 
fiblss which) riotWithftanding, in the en8 / / 1 firiieinuft f decay. l -j 
,^'But our increalingtfaijey to tlite different parts of 1 the globed will 
call for a greater number <>f fhips, in the * merchants- fervice, than 
heretofore. Many of thbfe now employed, are unfit for ; fervice. 
The great pric* 6f materials, during* the : wafi was an efledual . bai: 
id ; the l^ikfing of> iW w bites; kin '-fa&otiftF bf the high premiums t>F 
iafiicance^ fo that thfc ftMtfcititS, ; ih gfciieral, were willing to patcli 
up: thofe they vtere in p6flefiion : of; ; waiting till the peace com- 
mencecb /-The demand for oak timber, in all probability, for the 
merchants; feitvice; in btfiktfrig n$w>fhips> for fevfcral years tdxomft^ 
watt be liearly equal: tb die confettfptfcit of that cortimbdfty in his 
majpfty's fervice,^ during the war, if we maiy judge from the de- 
mand there was for new (hips, at the commencement of the laft 
peace, 1749* 

In the port of Liverpool, for .federal years together, there was 
icarody a ipririg tide, when tfiere>w» not one, two, or more (hips 
bandied/ And the meithant fhip£ are now much more worn out; 
and trade touch more ihcrca&d> than at that time. And it appears 
very plain to me, that the prefent growth is far i inferior to the de- 
mand : fo that \ye fhall ftill continue to work out the decreafing 
ftock;* which fhbrdy muft have an end, in every part of the king^ 
' L dom : 
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dom ; as it is already, in too many places j as has been clearly 
proved. * T - ^ ^ j. ^ 

And in forty years % morei" when the prefent navy is worn out ; 
.from whenccfliaJJ we; fetch. W* timber, to £^t«w <W**si Ifor/it 
is my opinion, %f w.ejg tf\e. prefer n^y a^i$jjiated . tt tfci* time, it 
is a great query, whether all the full grown timber, near the navi- 

gajrie ffceiv oata^ '^<i|V4h& teatfam* , would be Jujfci&prty 
iep|^,|hem fl - .;.;, . . ., \ !.-;• '•..•• ...-'■■ -. . '\ 

Has not, therefore, e»^ry hoiftft maj), Mjho wtfhte well tt? his 
king and country, reason to be atonm}.? and . t» i*fe aU theajgN* 
ments in his power, to qofoixfe * £n£ of the danger we are expo* 
fed to, by the gn-at neglect of propaga^^; natural ftWngtfc, in 
hcpesthat: our lttjjpu^&tf po-WW wi^fe|%>u%:.<#J^lnto.cQnfidef«fi)n, 
the- moil: fehitary mean* of eft^lUhjflg fccfc mrfffk*. m magr put it 
out pf, the power of feafc of ev<?r wanting * fitfficiet* fupply for tfae 
navy* or tj»e merchants JijinricB : $>r ' jthey go hand, jn; hand I If it 
ever happen, maf tjn> r^rqaja^le. fradj; gift* with fttch <*aga,: ordi& 
ficulties, in providing materials, nearly u^oft^he: fame footing as. the 
neighbouring ppweic, it is almoft the fame; a*: if there, was an. utter 
prohibition. And any inc? eafiog e*pence,. kj&on Shipping, aniA of 
consequence fall ujxjn the goods exported: and:imparted » and if we 
papnpt fupply thofe faftign ffttfkete, wbcrfe others have* the famtf 
right as ourfelves to trade to, ^nc} ywd : &e fome qoaamoditic^ on 
as cheap, or cheaper terms, thorfe rejourte? of. teric will naturally 
drop. And to what purpofe are all our conquefts, if trade exteodq 
no farther than the mother cpnotty i : ' < 

It is true, tbea&of havigatipa coefiocs many articles to Brittfh 
bottoms y but if there be no Brkifli oak, to build British, bottom* 
from, that adl becomes a hurt to trade, inftead of a benefit. Or if 
ye be obliged to transfer the feat of building from England to our 
plantations, we become fubfervient to our colonies, not our colonies 
to us 5 and it will be a greater favour to be. born ih America, than in 

Britain, 
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ttil&fr; afid ; 6f edrtftqtrt ncc wib be a ineanr of'feridfhg bur moft 
4du^^ artificers *to thcfC&fttmeftt) fo that we 1 may conquer, and 
•pbcnt ric vr colonies', W &rf utter detf ruction* ' ' 

' WhHft the Plantation's iH' America ate kept ill their due bounds, to 
receive {Heir notiriihtttertl ifi ; trade; and furnished With manufactures, 
front the bowels 6f Hfrhaitrj and hi return, we 1 receive of their pro^ 
dhec, nor" Otiiy for bur preflfht oration, but to" eYitburage our tradrf 
With*6iir helgKD^unrig fefforfiv <o ai tpeiinch tne ntother-Cbuhtry } * 
flfe$ aYe tn<< only Vafflaofe T ends ifcat'ean attend d^i extent of fa 
IfiintoiY. , Artd J Whiiftthefe bounds are not dJtedededf, the dlips built 
ft- Atfierfcjf, elt^fef fey tftd ^ ^ercnajitg fef fiVitaih, of the 1 refidents of 
*haf -jfarf 'of tffe gloW, fo y ks: Vo tie^tn^oVal in; me' eXcifetiging of 
p^ddce; fof me~fetfprocat infereltof Doth- tni<;fe dia d^bftV Whe- 
fit a maritime power can derive from h'ef cofottteS; ' ~ '■■•>'< 

Marty feitffcfe mefl; wiib have* bbetl well atc-ttairitKd with : the 
ffoutimfag ftate of NeW England, &c: haVe obferVedi the warlike 1 
department; of the ihliabflanff, im^fo^rkitt^'rdij^nefiaTld agffify 
.of todjr^awd'. ttieir indefa^rgable-'-ea^hifl' itt'mtf purfoft'of trade? 
Is" Ifach;' that tHey cannot bear" to* bd re&airfed<' hi Aeir' views of 
commerce. Arid 1 for' Wanf of commodities fumciertt; of their owrf 
pirttte, * are" not ab?e" to ^fiiploy tfcefr fliip*s; td make the proper 
remittances fbrtfemanufaaufes' the^ recetaT from ' their mother^ 
country} and the delay, darigei 1 , after dltticulry 1 of* want' of cam for 
remittances, has cau"fed*mlariy to ftretch' their wits to find but new 
places of cdttlmerce: Henee' strafe* their attempts- td-carrjr oh illicit 
trade bn' the SpaTtfffi fflatii,, Sr. Atlgttfmre,. MbritK3itflfij &e. And 
tfibttgfr tfth- rtfetn^-cbutd'nbt'be vlfldfcatedS on ; ffie' jM&'iplctf df 
KbttbdV, ' aHd'm'e faith b? treaties) j6t thMbgtfoSdJ caflij andrfugafj 
remitted : ttJ tSrtat-ifirain/ we're' 4 celtalft payment fot <j& mahU- 
fSdtttres.. Sttchflfeps a£S th'efl< plainly miSraatt; that their' tfefle With 

the mote eeantry w^W-extehtfiAg: 
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And hy tha-grcat attcntipn 'paid, by the fovereigi^ of Europe, ; to 
the propagating of th^ir owp manufa&ures, at the fame time tju$ 
they take lefs of ours, ef^ecially In the North, the price of timber, 
hemp, and iron, irja few years, being advanced in their prime coft njear 
double ; .there is no doubt but that, whenever our legiflators fhaU fee 
it the intereft of Great Britain to encourage the fole importation of 
our hemp and flax, iron, timb^ytar, and turpentine, .from the diffe-^ 
rent parts .of our plantations in, America, they will pafs an adt to that 
purpofe ; and then, what a glpnqus .field of commerce, to the reci- 
procal intereft . of the plantations and the mother-country, will be 
opened ? And inftead of vaft quantities of cafli being fent f out of the 
kingdom yearly, for the balance dF , trade : for thefe commodities, k 
will all be employed in the increafe of the mahufa&ures of Great Bit- 
tain for the trade of America. 

•* 

m * * 

, Many hundreds of {hips will be employed ; and thoufands of failors 
more than ufual will be raifed, for the benefit of the nation in 
time of wan This will always make it the intereft of our American 
colonies to be dependent on Great Britain, Nor will they need to 
attempt to interfere, in any refpedt, . to the detriment of the trade of 
Great Britain or Ireland, to our Weft Jndian or African colonies. 
. But as Mr. Poftlethwaitc jufUy obferves, in his Uijiverfal Dictionary 
of trade and commerce, vol. ,ii. p. 646. " The eftablifhing of ma- 
" jiufa&ories feems to be an eflential part of the fyftem of Ruffia, that 
" they have at prefent adopted ; which we muft more and more fen- 
<c fibly feel and experience as they advance therein : unlefs that we 
" (hall take lefs of their productions and commodities,, in proportion, 
«< as. they import lefs of ours. . Which makes it . highly necefTarjj 
cc from Ruffia, or any other part of the Baltic. As. we have, or may 
V have them, from different parts" of our plantations, much cheaper 
€€ as to prime eoft : and open fuch a field of trade for our New Eng- 
" land inhabitants with the mother-country j and increafe their num- 

« ber of fhips and failors to a great degree.'' 

And 
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Jnpag**3i5r3i6>3i7i 318. of the fame volume, he treat* 

very largely on this fubjed. 

As tHe manufa&urirtg of pig-iron into bar-iron, railing hemp, 
flax, fumifhing all our fir-timber, boards and deals, mafts, yards, 
pitch, and tar, exclufive of any to be received from the Baltic. 
a And in return for thefe commodities, to be fupplied; from Great 
" Britain only, with their cloths, woollen and linen, cotton, filk, 
<' haberdafhery, manufactures of hardware, wrought iron, brafs, 
c< chains, edge-tools, jack-work, nails, bolts, fcrews, &c. All their 
" heavy ware, fuch as caft iron, brafs guns, mortars, (hot, fhdls, pots, 
u cauldrons, bells, battery, &c . All their clock-work, watch-work, 
" even fo much as their toys, trinkets, houfhold-furniture, glafs-ware, 
<c upholftery-ware, tin^ware; in a word, almoft every thing we 
<( make, and every thing we import : it would be endlefs to repeat 
u it" And he obferves further, " How preposterous muft thofe no- 
€i dons be, and how oddly do they think, if they can be* faid to think 
« at all, who fuggeft mifchief from the increafe of our colonies/' 
- Far be it from me, to accufe our plantations of difloyalty, or 
any mifchief from the increafe of our colonies (to be made ufe of 
according to the .above excellent fcheme )j or to fuggeft any thing 
that might be a means < of creating jealoufy betwixt us and any of the 
neighbouring potentates. What I chiefly aim at is, That Great Bri- 
tain may always be fufficiently ftrong to ftand, if occafion be, on her 
own bafis, independent of all the world ; and, in this fenfe, of her 
colonies too ; and to take care to propagate Britifh faitors, in Britifh 
(hips, built of Britifh oak 1 which will be an effectual means of 
commanding refpedl from the European powers, and of rendering 
her colonies.fubfervient to her, from whence they have derived their 
being, protection, and nourishment. 

Had the ancient Britons but been acquainted with trade, before 
racy were invaded by the Romans, Saxons, Danes, and Normans* 

r 

£> as to have exerted their natural ftrength* at the time when the 

whole 
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wbeleiganAwpTO^^ fi> f#r as appeaes by the hoNc 

(land they made againft the different invaders, when unacquainted 
with the art qf war, otherwise than aft they were tapgbt by nature, 
making u& of the wood* for no other purpofe than as the Indians in 
America hare lately dene againft the European powers that have at- 
tacked them ;. had they ikoe^ the great ufe of fhipB of war, and 
been capable of oanflxufting them for that purpofe, they might have* 
bid defiance tor all their inrodenv as k ia very plain we have doarc fined 
we became a maritime powec> and if we now flight, and liegfeft 
the means, of qui prcfavationy our deflmjdicm.rauft inevitably ftdfaw. 

How cfr hape Frame arid Spain attempted: ah, invasion of tfaefc 
\Atsh Witpcfe the grand Spa^ifl*. aooada, and the fignal wftory 
gained, oyer then* by our fleet. How recent ia our memory is the? 
grand pufh the French made in the year 1759I and die glorious vk> 
tery obtained, under the able conduit of Admiral Hawke ! What 
repeated conquefls have we made ftom the enemy during the ccradb of 
the late war, by the fupcrioriity of our matdtime force I Thafc eter- 
memorabte events, the attack andconqueft of Leuiikicg, QuebecvGo- 
lee* Senegal,. Gaadaioupe, fidkifle, Martinia^ the French &tdo~ 
wests m the Baffe Indies ;, and the iiniihing fboke, the. H^raonah^ 
Hgptber with that npbde fleet of die Spaniards, which & glorioufy 
put an end to this deftru&ive war* make the annals of the fate watt 
flwtie witbi unrivalled lu6re fJ aad are fe many inftanees to prom the 
neeeffity of continuing our fbpsriority by fea,; which there is no pro- 
bability -cjf datft& unlefethe government ferioofly take into their confix 
deration the.deereafing- ftoek* of . oakMamben 

But it may he. alledged* That our enemies labour under the fame 
<&fadvantagps,. in .regard to their naval fopply* as we do y and; there* 
fore we have nothing to fear from the French 1 and Spasnaida: That 
out; refovtfoea ate lfctfy tt>co0$i»ue a» lctig^as theirs in Europe. 

Afrl am: not tb<»onghly acquainted froinf whence they receive tbeir 
ftock, of timber for 4 . the fupply of tiwir na vy, I eaimot, pretend itt> form 

a judg- 



* judgment of the duration of it. Hotoevof, adcordiag to the report 
of travellers, they have formerly been guilty of the feme miftake* as 
we are now ; and France is now vcry&nfibleof it, aft appears by the 
aecowat of Mtofiefer Defiances +• 

€€ The Only remark as can be taade, regards the watrt we btgift t6 
*' fed of all forts of wood fit to "be employed in building. Neither 
" ought tfbis obfemtion to be confined only to that fort of wootf, 
<c but to all others that ferve either for carpenters, makers of carriages, 
€c or even is deftroyed for fire j thefe laffc arepartkularly grown almoft 
<l every where fcafee, 4nd prodigious dear : forges, glafs^houfes, thfc 
u luxury of great cities, the too great curiofities about dreffing good 
" cheer, have confumed prodigious quantities. And we have taken 
" no<?are to replace them ; we icA every where the want of wood, 
* l and yet we let it every where decay." 

And, fpeaking of forefts, he fays, 

c< The true fignification of which term is certainly to be learned 
€C from hence, < that anciently all the banks and fhores, indeed all the 
" places adjacent to the fea, and lb rivers, were filled with trees ; and, 
" as they were firft inhabited, grubbed up, and cultivated, they be- 
" flowed the name of foreft equally on all places where wood and 
" water were joined. The neighbourhood retained its denomination 
•« after it became peopled, But by degrees, as inhabitants began to 
V ktereafe, and barbaiifm gave way to fofter manners, to more polifh- 
c< ed cottverfatkm, a&d to pleafures, towns were formed, arts were 
€t introduced, and the conveniences of life were refined and improved 
u every day." 

" It was neceffary to facrifice to thefe ufes a great quantity of wood, 
" in order to give people, if we may fo fpeak, room to breathe* 

Hence it came to pafs, that, preserving a few trees for ornament, 

they cut down all the reft ; without refle&ing, that a very ttanfitory 

• See Pofiktkwaite'i Didionaiy, vol* ii. p. 704, 705. 
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" fatisfadion would induce frequent and grievous fits of repentance; 
" In efFeft, the common complaint throughout almoft every part of 
u the kingdom is, that there is no wood left 

The late Marquis Seignelais, whofe views extended to futurity? 

had formed a defign of caufirig all the fea-(hore to be planted with 
u timber fit for (hip-building. I do not know what obftacle hindered 
" that defign, which was undoubtedly worthy the moil clear-fighted 
f< miniftry." 

. ; Is knot very ftrange, that many of our great men fhould take pat- 
tern of France in the very thing fo condemned by themfelves ? in cut-* 
ting down all the trees round their feats, except a few for ornament; 
as has been obferved before. But to return : 

At prefent, the iErench pay a very particular regard to the propa- 
gating of oak, in thofe provinces from whence their fupplies comei 
And I am informed, that no gentleman is allowed to cut down any 
oak-timber, withoorfirft applying to an infpedfcor-general appointed 
for that purpofe * and- he muft lay a foundation) by planting of a 
mqqh larger quantity than the parcel he intends to cut. 

Had this falutary law been obfervdd in England for fifty years pafl^ 
we fhould have been under no fear of the want of this commodity. . x 

And it appears plain, the French oak is equal in quality to Britifh, or 
near.it, from thofe (hips we have taken and broke up. And, by the 
vaft extent of their rivers and canals through that great kingdom, 1 
which extend from one end td another, and the fupply they receive 
from the Italian ftates, it appears their magazines of timber are likely 
to continue much longer than ours, unlefs we be more upon our 
guard. 

And, in- regard to Spain, her increasing navy for the laft twelve 
years, (built by the affiftance of fome of our beft fhipwrights) (hows/ 
that they have fufficient" magazines of timber. And, according to 
the defcription of the ifland of Cuba, they have an* infinite refource of 
materials to build the; largeft (hips. And I have been well informed, 

by 
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by a jicrfon come lately from the Havaniiih, who gave me a deicrif*- 

tion'of the men of war ori the ftbeks there when it fell into our hands. 

that both workman(hiji 4nd ftuff Were as complete, : firm, and goocf, 

«s if done in the beft yards in Britaih ; compofed of a hard wood', 

like iron- wood, for timbers, and: the plank of Cedar and Mahogany. 

They cannot be faid tbbe as^ftrohg as Britffli (hips; yet they are fufH- 

cietit, and as durable from rotting, if not more fo, than the timber #e 
•makeufeof. «"..:»-.•/. t ,i. . , 

a ... . 

Suppofe we (hould be driven to the neceflity of making ufe of our 
American timber, or building our {hips for the navy in* thofe parti, 
(which woulft Be' attended with tile WoHlof ox^ibqiiencM/'taf die mo- 
&er-c6untry,)^thfe ferge-lized oa~k is jfo porous, ;ih thofe dfinates, that 
Yoncle parts of the fhip wbiilcl bfe rotten, pt near if, before fhe wis 
ready to proceed to fea 5 and of confequence, the expend in other 
materials would anfwer to little purpofe in a Jhip of fo fhort du- 
- ration: ' , ' ' 

"" ' * ^^ ^ ^ ' * ' " ' "LL LA . ■' r • " r • ~» • r *. 

• *" But nippofe we nave nothing "'to fear froni Frartcfe and Spain \ itis 
my opinion we have not : for they appear to be pad the meridian df 
their glory. And while Great-Britain continues to adminlfter juftice 
f and equity, with her ufualiiiipartMity, (he may bid defiance to all 
"the world j yet 'the' meahS of continuing bur favour^ r are not to re 
defpifed; ■ l ■ •: * : ' ' : - J ■ r >"i 

' We have beeh flaves'to many nations round us/ and the world 
"dWays w wilt be atvariance : contending powers have been, and (\Al 
will b^ rifing jip: let. us therefore continue to nourt/h our Natural 
~defehce.' , '*Many ftates in Europe Ire jfeajous of bur pb\£er ; an$ 
with wbhd6r, and regret, have 'beheld our repeated facc&fcs, ' during 
• the courfe of the late war. With what ingtetltude, ah'fl partiality, 
have fomedF them behaved ? Even thofe very powere, tWa t%t - have 
faved from the jaws of deftrtfftiort, more ttian once. rtJ * • *f 

'' TRw -many fariiilJes : groin under the rah* -brought u^n^herhj in 
' the ports' of London, Liverpool, Briftol, and the Weft ? When en- 
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couraged to bring in French r I)utch flups; what falfe fwearing, an4 
falfe papers, wpre difepvered, in covering French property ? And witfy 
what impartial juftige the lords of trade in this kingdom proceed* 
ed againft them, is well known. And for want of proper evidence, 
to prove the goods French property, bow many were, acquitted^ 
with cofts of fuit agajnft the captors ? When,, according to report* 
they no fooner arrived at home, than Jbme of. them exultingly de- 
clared, where the papers were fecreted, that would have- made thenj 
lawful prizes. How many Britifh bankruptcies enfued on that ac- 
count, is well known by the fufferers. 

The flagrant attempts made in the Eaft-Indies, by force of arms, 
in the midft of peace, in the courfc of the late war with France, 
(hows the partiality of the inhabitants to them, and the jealoufy they 
entertain of our power ; but they met with the reward due to their 
perfidy : and had it hot been from his Majefty's great goodnefs, and 
the confummate wifdom of the dates of Holland, the two nations 
might have been involved in war, whofe intereft is always to be at 
peace. 

We have feen the houfe of Auftria, for whom we have fpent fo 
many millions, joining in alliance with our very enemy; becaufe 
Great-Britain would not enter into her meafures. The Swedes, an£ 
numbers of the princes of the empire, fpreading defolatioft againft 
our ally j with whom they had no perfonal quarreh The Ruffians, 
through French and Auftma policy, have been the caufe of run* 
ning us. into millions of debt. 

But by the unparalleled valour, and fortitude, of the Pruffian he- 

. roes^ under the hand of Providence, all their fchemes have proved 

abortive ; while France and Spain have been (bundly drubbed, and 

forced to fuc for peace * and great George and Frederick* crowned 

with laurels, fheath the dreadful fworcL 

Dutch, Danes, Swedes. Auftrians, and the reft of the empire* 

hare 
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have all their fcparate interefts : nor is there any fear of a coalition, 

at pre&nt. 

Ruflla is our ally : but from the vaft iftrides /he has ma^e, in the 

laft half century, it behoves us to be upon our guard. Her armies, 

eompofed of favagey and civilized foldiers, ftrike terror wherever 

they come ; -her fliips- of the line increafe yearly. 

We are told, " There are in Peteribourgh, above three quarters of 

* a million of people; and that their number increafes daily, by 
the prodigious incrcafe:cf the court, fince the time of the Czar 
Peter. As. alio, ima particular maimer, by the increafe of the 

".uayal power of Rufiia, of which this- port is the center ; in fo 
prodigious, a manner,, within a few .years, as to have, at once, 
from fixty to eighty fail of capitfelihips of war> betides lefter men 

*f of War, . pfohms, frigates, floops, andgaUtesy amounting to three 

V hundred more. The fupply of provifians, to fo great a body of 

V people, has occafioaed numerous tradei to be fet pp ; which great- 
V . ly . tend . to $be increase, both of dipping, an4 of jf*bpie j and' 
«f. p&rtjpu&rly, of that.ufeUd S<& of pOopfe,(. called: fearric ft, whbW< 
" a fet of men, more eminently, i&antedp now^ tfr ink pate of the* 
'♦ Ruffian empire'. The bringing; cornrltorferve thV city, employs 
" now a prodigious number, of -vdfela and boats, great and fmaH j* 
•f upon* the great lakes of. Lacfoga/ awT Oncg* ^ Jartd irorft alt t&fc> 

V .towris, on every, fide of thoielaicei."* . ..*.»:•; ! ,- .••••- ; 

: ,§he only wan&failors to render her. formidable j \vhi<Jh trade wfiT 
bring, as it has to all other, maritime powecv-from «heir infancy. 

Therefore, itiseaiyto foretell ( without, pretending *> a fpirit of 
pjpphefy) that \iiAd&.Qr^Bihfa.t^.t&&i%[e, man me W 
lately, done, to propagate thai, wWioot w,mcli, as.a maritime power, f] 
it is impoffible to fabfiftj namely, &edrt ofOhk 7 me will aflbredly 
he uDdonev— .But by what power', time alone muft fet forth. 



• Mr. Poftkthwaite's Dictionary, Vol. If. p. 645. 
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, What Englifhmae caa read, th* ti&ffy tf tfe« kfegcfci* ifonfr it4 

firft invafion by the Romans j the different changes, and rewdjiftaotg 
it underwent from ^he difktz&t invaders, alterwardfr* the blood of 
fo many myriads £hcdj frpm time ,fe> f»ue* in bravely defending theitf 
country, as Britons j yet brought. mta flavery; property changed^ ac- 
cording as each tyrant had the fway \ but his heart rnuft {hudder, afc 
the difont apprehep&an of posterity btinginvolved agpin, in the feme 
dreadfiil cataftrophe? /« i ■ .; i • ; . , j • 7 

Nay*. , even thofe tfeatarei iirtirdy ignorant of hiftory, may viesv, 
through di|Fefent p»rt» o£ ^ kbgddin, the ancient Roman ways? 
together with the different coins, frequently, dug up $ with the diffe- 
rent infcriptions of the. tyrants they mprcfented; whkh proves fee-* 
ypnd a doubt, the melancholy truth. - ° 

View but the ancipnt for trefflbs, now in ruins, through all parti 
of the kingdom j .fixated in fuch, a mgiwer, as to appear to human 
toafyn, almoft t iqr*pregoahlc ; and being left a heap of rubbifh, (how; 
ttat; notbjng]C$9 perpetuate & pofteritj, <tbc bleffiogs of HrefedQm» 
tfrat vfQ.-eojoyis hut. a .mease attentive i ewe. to planting' ; e&k tiftiber* 
•rtOf tfisfe-we Oiirfl ipoJw quincaflies* • "i 

- SMI we trufti to French, and ,Spanifb treaties? whofe< nuurfma 
only have be$n, tojmairttiin them, no. longer than they were in a 
cecity t^bfe^k ;theou Shall, we cfcpchd upon;. our allies ? : E?^e- 
rience proves, * every nation afpbei after greatnrtfc t andeveryrdefpotiC' 
prince dqf$ not want ab oxeufc, to explain away dbe majk folemn 
engagements -of feis i pr^dtfeeffpra. . if France and Spain defpak; of 
epping with GMfltrBritei^, with all their joint fleets* and aftnies} on 
tfyp, maft frivolous poetry they will <tafl upon the : God of aotiie*,/ t& 
blcfs.t^irjij^ 

becaufe (lie maintains the fame faithful neutrality towards England, 
as (he does to then)? and renter that <Uftretifed kingdom -with, fiue and, 
fword. 
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If tfa* toW tmprefi of Ruffia* and emprefi of jQermany, together 
.with the king of Poland* elector of Saxony, viewing the growing 
polity of Praffia, and the warlike d€fcortment of her prince * $hj*- 
bined together, to nwfce partition of his dominions, before a wv 
commenced, and : through their machinations, forced- him. firft to 
enter the lift, by thb* proximity of their armies to his frontiers. 
Had not their bate defign been found out, by that magnanimous 
prince, they had agreed, to enter his territories the following ypar, for 
no other, reafon, but left he fhould grow too great. Witnefo their 
whole defigqs made public, by the original documents taken out of 
the archieves of Drefdsn. 

. Hanover, and other of our prateftant allies, wens invaded 4 by 
Fiance in the midft of peace; bcoaufe king George is detfor of 
Hanover> and in friend£hip with Pruffia. And aknoft a million of 
lives were thrown away, during the late war, through meer c*t 
pricey but juffice has brought the fword upon their own heads, 
and rendered all their efforts vain* ta the moft remarkahk manter; 
hiftory ever afforded. 

If the moft folemn treaties have not hitherto bound oar ene- 
mies * and if the tics of gratitude and fiicnd£hip have been tramp- 
led on by fome of thofe powers in alliance with\ us i with whal 
fifmpeifl and resolution, doth it become this kingdom to behave I 
And to let all the nattona fee, that we are equally fteady* in main?* 
taining the dignity, Providence has conferred upon us, as we are 
faithful in fulfilling our engagements, to thofe ixi alliance with us, 
which we cannot do, without taking proper care to increafe our 
wvalftoclc* 

. And if our imbecility ever appears to the powers we may have to 
contend with, and by a grand effort of their naval ftrength, they oioce 
more fet footing on this happy ifle j how many children's children 
may have reafon to curie the fatal negled of the prefent age, in not 
making the fame provifion for their focurity, as our forefathers 
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made for us ? the direful confequence of invafions, will be more 4e« 
verely felt in this ifland, than any other part of Europe. The in- 
land fortifications are fo few, that unlefs ftopt by meer dint of valour, 
a powerful army might over-run the country in one campaign. 

Should this once be the cafe, and Britain's naval power prove un«* 
able to contend with the enemies fleet, (which God forbid !) how 
will the doleful lamentation of the once famed Tyre be again re* 
vived ; and England, fituate in the entrance of die feas, perfed in 
' beauty, a mart of the nations ; her riches and her fairs, her mer- 
chandize and mariners, her pilots and her caulkers, the occu- 
piers of her merchandize, and her men of war, fallen in the midft 
of the feas ! her iflands, with the vaft continent fhe is poffcfled of in 
Afia, America, or Africa, at once brought into fubje&ion to die 
enemy? thefe gloomy thoughts are too melancholy to dwell on, and 
hope this will never be the cafe. 

How much more pleafant would it be, to fee his Majefty and die 
parliament, with every nobleman and gentleman of the country, 
fenfiblc of the danger we areexpofed unto, (when once we arc rendered 
incapable, by the want of materials, to equip the royal navy; which, 
in the fpace of iixty years, if we continue in the fame plan of cutting, 
without eftablifhing a much greater fund than at prefent we are in po£* 
feffion of, will affuredly be the cafe, ) immediately take into con- 
fideration the means of cftablifhing a royal navy for the year 1850 j 
which is certainly in their power to do. 

There never was a time, fince the firft invafion of this kingdom by 
the Romans, which is now upwards of 1 800 years ago, when Great 
Britain was fo effectually drained of her oak-timber, as at this day; 
And in the courfe of fo many hundred years, no one period ever af- 
forded fuch a naval force as we are in pofleffion of; nor required fo 
great a confumption of timber as is neceflary to maintain it, and to 
carry on the merchants fcrvice.-— — The confequence of great con-: 
fiunption and fmall magazines may prefent fuch a tragedy, in the, 

next 
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next generation, that happy will he be who has no part in die a&ing, 
or is abfent from the theatre 1 'Happy would it be, were it poffible 
for me to make ufe of arguments to convince my countrymen, that 
the reality of our danger is fuch, as that, without fpeedy remedy, our 
deftru&ion muft infallibly, enfue ! 

But it will, no doubt, be obje&ed, by the critics of the age, That 
the things afferted are not io ; that it cannot be iuppofed, that the 
guardians of Britain, his Majefty's miniftry and parliament, with all 
other officers civil and military, fholild be ignorant of our danger, if it 
was fo great as has been hinted : for that the Right Honourable and 
Honourable Boards, under whofe immediate cognizance the affairs of 
the royal navy are tranfa&ed, would long fincc have apprized his Ma- 
jefty and the parliament thereof. 

In anfwer to which objection, I obfcrve, That their attention has 
been chiefly engaged in exerting themfelves in the great truft repofed 
in them, the management of the neceflary affairs of die navy. And 
though their high offices oblige them to an infpe&ion into the want of 
all materials, and to provide them in the mod frugal manner, yet the 
fubjett under consideration is remote from their ftations, and falls not 
dire&ly under their cognizance. It is well known, that all ma* 
' terials for the navy are fupplied by contract on the bed terms. And 
whatever quantity of (hip-timber was wanted to be ferved into any of 
his Majefty's yards, by public advertifement, fuch contract would be 
fupplied, by the different timber-merchants, from different parts of 
the kingdom, till the whole country was effe&ually drained. And no 
fcarcity appears, either in the yards, or at the Honourable navy-board, 
otherwife than by the advanced prices obliged to be given to procure 
the fame. So that they are fufficiendy exculpated from all blame en 
that account, 
t Who then are the proper judges of die quantity or fcarcity through 

the kingdom ? 
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I anfwer, The principal Shipwrights of the metropolis, and of the 
different flourifhing fea-ports ; the dealers in timber, by whom they 
are fupplied from the different countries ; and the purveyors of his 
Majefty's yards. Thefe are the perfons from whom the nation muft 
be properly informed, of the prefent decreafing ftock of navy-timber, 
and the great negled of planting. 

It is from a real and perfonal knowledge of our decreafing ftock of 
full grown timber and nurferies, thjit I have been induced to appear 
in public, and to colledt the teftimody of fo many timbeivmerchants 
and fhipwrights, ijom the different parts of the timber-counties, that 
arc, and ^ave been, the chief fupply of the navy ahd merchants fcr- 
viccj wh^ not only have proved tfre reality thereof, but the propor- 
tionate decreafe, and the little care that id taken for pofterity in plants 
ing, as clearly* td a detnonftratioti* as the nature of the thing can pof- 
fiWy admit of;, whpfe teftioaony ought not to be difregarded.— -And 
Were our moft gracious foyereign and parliament fenfihlc of the troth 
of the premises* no doubt they would takfc the fame into their moft 
fefjous confi deration. 

What dare and pains has been taken to increafe our commerce I 
and bow many millions is the nation involved ip debt, for the fake of 
jnaintanuag our juft rights, and our fcvereignty at fea ? What nu* 
tnerous atts «very feffion of parliament produces, for the inland com- 
munication and benefit of travellers, the quantity of wafte lands that 
*re made arable, and the ipirit of navigation going forward in the in- 
land canals, affords a profpeft of eftablUhidg a communication, by thje 
four great rivers Thames, Severn, Trent, and Mcrfey, from fea tp 
fea \ and when the whole is perfeded> England may reiemble a par 
radifc for convenience and enjoyment.— —It is matter of aftonkhment 
to conceive, how it is poflible that fo material a part of. our fecurity, 
fo mufch comfelained of by individuals for alradft half a century, 
fhould have efcaped the public notice to the degree it has, when the 

• fafety and fuccefs of the whole fo greatly depends upon it 

Nor 
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. Nor is it to be accounted for any otherwife, than as Cardinal Riche- 
lieu obferves, according as he is quoted by Monfieur Deflandes, and 
and as Mr. Poftlethwaite writes the paflage *, on another occafion. 
But to avoid being deceived, we muft fleep like the lion without 
(hutting our eyes ; which ought to be continually open, in order to 
€C forefee the fmalleft inconvenience that may happen. For hence it 
" is, that often we fee in ftates, that fuch evils as were imperceptible 
in their origin, and which were leaft thought of, are the moft dan- 
gerous, and thoie that proVe of the greateft coniequence in the end/'. 
The numerous projects that have of late appeared in our public 
papers for occupying of wafte lands, fetding our foldiers and Jailors 
when diibanded, eftablifhing fifheries, building (hips for foreign mar- 
kets, and diipofing of ours aiid the enemies (hips into other fervice, 
in order to make room for employing our fhiptfrights to build new 
ones, &c. But at the fame time, die neceffity of a reft, which the 
remainder of our woods and forefts require, for the ufe of the next 
^generation, is not confidered, and pofterity has no place in the breafl? 
of our modern planners.— —So ignorant are they of ouf natural 
iecurity, and of our exhaufted ftock of ftiip-timber, which we afTuredly 
labour under • 

If the teftimocy and evidence of the meaneft fulled in England, 
who is reputed an honeft man, is taken, and held as (acred, (if I may 
ufe the language of (acred writ) we aljb are compajfed about with Jo 
great a cloud of witnejjes^ who all bear teftimony to the truth of what 
has been aflerted, and are men of the moft ^undoubted veracity, and 
extenfive knowledge in their profeflion, redding in different parts of 
the kingdom, and capable of knowing much better than any other 
fct of people :— — So that there is no room left for any judicious 
perfon to doubt, that our magazines of oak-timber for the navy 
and merchants fervice are fo much exhaufted, and that (b little at- 
tendon is given to the eftabli(hirtg of nurferies, as, if not immediately 
, muft (hortly betheruin of this kingdom, 

* Di&ionary of Trade and Commerce, vol. ii* p. 3. 
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PART V. 



Giving my bumble opinion what meafures would be mofi comktcfoe to 

retrieve this defe8 t and that it is not too late. 

» 

I CAN only be very brief in treating of the fteps ueceflaiy tp fee 
taken ; the nature of the thing, (like the needle touched with 
the magnet) points to the remedy. 
The fmall quantity of fall grown oak-timber now ftanding, and 
the great and perpetual demand there is for it, together with the fmall 
number of nurfcries that can be expected to arrive at maturity in a mo»» 
derate time, (hews the neceffity of an immediate and effipftual ftqp 
being, put to the applying of any fuch timber to uies to which it k not; 
indifpenfibly neceflary, or which might be fupplied by other mean** 

The {mall quantity of young woods or coppices which aa:e< flow 
coming forward towards a future fupply, points out the undeniable 
neceffity of a very ftrift attention being paid to preferve all nurferies 
and plantations from deftrudbn, either from men or beafts 5 and that 
either the wilful deftroying of faplings, or fufFering them to be ruined 
through negled, fhoold be a&uallypurfued with fcveritics ; foi if 
half die kingdom was planted with oak, or fbwn with acorns, th* 
prefent year, it would require fo much time to grow, that unk& taorc 
care is taken to preferve the prefent growth, (fuppofing the faqie con- 

* * 

gumption which has been, and may be expected) there rnufl be ^ 
Tery^ great fcarcity, if not a peifed vacancy, before any could be fit 
for ufe. , 

And the great diminution of the lands for the. prefent groprth o£ 
timber from what formerly was, together with the greatneis of die 
demand, fucpafling what has beeq in any former age, renders it ab- 
(blutely neceflary, not only to preferve, with the utmoft care, what is 
at prefent applied to that puipofe, tytt that planting be made jmore ex- 

l tenfive; 
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tenfive ; otherwife our refburces muft undeniably fail, arid die next 
age will be left deftitute of oak-ticnber. 

As we vahw ourfefoes on being a free people, it cannot be ftippo- 
fed data Britifh padkment will alienate a part of their eftates for the 
benefittoif the public, to be planted with oak, and {o be applied to no 
other ufe: yet, were they to let out with the laudable example of 
their ancestors, in appropriating the moft convenient part of the lands 
they are pofli&d of tor be. planted or fowed with 'atoms/- they might 
recommend the fame to the neighbouring gentkmfen of their acquaint- 
ance, in the fame manner as it was one or two hundred years ago. 

But as many perfons have appeared in print, pointing out different 
methods for the occupying of walie lands, th*fe are the places that 
properly come under the cognizance of the auguft aflemblies, as they 
efcftnot ~ poffibly be occupied without the anient of * a Bnitifh parlia- 
ment, and are the moft proper places to be made uie of for the groyvth 
of timber. And th$re are few counties near the fea-caafb or. navi* 
fabfefirap but ^cismor&tbaa (uffickntfor that puqpo&»; .Tim 
wil} Jind tritpfyment ifcrall thefpgre hands that are willing to main* 
tain their litt!k famikea by their indoftiy, in cultivating, fiame parts of 
fuch wafles as may be allotted for them ; whilft others are marked 
out, tad enctofed with a hank and deep ditch, -for nucferies of oak* 
timber. i 

• But efp#fci$Jly his IVfajafty's ioreite* 4b numerous in this kingdom \ 
which. In former ages, wefre inciofed, and full of timber, but are novf 
only forcfts in name, * xwr rather deferts : The fbrefts of Dean, and the 
new feneft «f Hampfliire, which havp been fo greatly, cxhaufted du- 
ring thf two late* wars, were they properly fenfed ih> and care*ake» 
to keep out cattle of fH kinds, the timber woujd plant kfelf, and grow 
up to perfection, proyified no pejfon was fuffered to lQp and cut down 
the youpg trqes. The lull grown timber which (his fqreft wcjuld pro* 
duce, wholly appropriated to the ufe of the navy, would be npar fuffi- 
cienWo fupply both Plymouth and Portfinouth yards* 

N 2 * " But 
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But according to repent, great embezzlements frequently happen ; 
and an eminent fhipwright, lately travelling through the foreft of 
Peao, obferved federal trees that would have made item pofts, for 
lixty or feventy gun fhips, cut down, and fawed into (hort lengths for 
cooper's duff. — As the decreafc is now fo apparent, no doubt but a 
'{lop will be put to filch infamous practices. 

The inclofing of thefe places, points out the very method to be .tried 
Jin fo plain a manner, that if whole volumes were writ on the fob- 
je£, they could not make it clearer ; only we may further obferve, 
that as the diforder has been fo epidemical, the regard paid to a few 
fbrefts, will be of little avail ; the cure muft be as univcrfal as the 
contagion hath fpread, and prov&on muft be made for a fupply, 
equal to the increafe of our trade. 

.Therefore if thofe laws which give liberty for all bodies politic, 
corporations, townfhips, &c. to inclqfe the wafte lands near diem, 
for the benefit of the poor,, made in the year 1756, were inforccd, 
and a law made to oblige them immediately, to foW fuch wafte lands 
with acorns, and indofe the fame, through all parts of the kingdom, 
within fifteen or twenty miles of the fea, or navigable rivers, the 
fame example would foon be followed by gentlemen of different 
rank, and in a few years, the whole nation would be full of nur- 
feries, 

. One would think, there needed no other motives to intpire every 
lover of liberty, to ufe his utmoft to maintain it, than the valuabfe 
bleiTings that arife from the enjoyment of it.— Can it be fcppofed, 
that an invader and conqueror, would be more Juft and merciful 
now than formerly? No! — every perfon of property boldly lighting 
for the good of his country, if overcome, muft cxpeft to (hare the 
fame fate, as the nobility and gentry did in the eleventh cen- 
tury. — if we would maintain that dignity we are now poffefled of, 
let every landed gentleman through the kingdom, propagate that 
commodity that has continued him in the enjoyments he poflefles. 

4 ' % Should 
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Should the prefent fcheme of occupying the wafte lan#s . thrcmgh . 
the; kingdom for agriculture ftill go forward, it may be attended with 
very bad., confequences, without a proper reftri&ion, allotting fuch 
parts astb^ gov eminent in their wifdom, {hall think necefiary 
and fufficient to be ^planted with timber; and- this "to be under 
the infpe&ion of the . proper officers or magiftrates pf each county* 
town, or parifh, who fhould be under theneceffity of giving an ac T 
count to the augjiift aflemblies, how thefe nurfenes come on, 
and when arrived, to maturity, to be expofed to public fale, and 
properly enclofed afterwards. In the ufe of thefe means, we fhould 
be entirely free from the fear, of ever being again involved in the 
fame dilemma we are now arrived at. 

This would' be a certain^ immenfe magazine,— would refleft the 
higheft honour on the prefent age*— and in the hand of Providence, 
perpetuate to pofterity thofe materials, for the fame fuperiority at 
fea, which we at prefent ;p9fljbfs. - ■ ; .1 

This leads me to cdnflder, that it is not too late to fet about 
this falutary work, of propagating oak timber. 

In which I (hall take notice, that (if it grows in fuch foil as is 
mod conducive to its nourishment) the time before.it comes to ma- 
turity, or fit for die navy ufe, is not fo long as moft people . ima-r 
gine. ....••;,-■:.• 

. ' It is generally taken for granted, that an oak tree isat'leafl one hun- 
dred years before it comes to its perfection, continues in that pofition 
one hundred years more, and gradually decays another hundred. As to 
tbp truth of this a£ertion, it will be, /difficult to determine, Yet for 
the encouragement of planting, I can produce fuch teftijnony of the 
quick growth of fome, as is fufficient to remove any prejudice which 
the landed intercft may have imbibed ; that neither they, nor their chil- 
dren of the prefent generation, will reap the advantage of the nur- 
series, they may be engaged in. I (hall therefore give a few inftances. 

■ ■ » 

There 
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Thefe is *n avenue of trees, in the walk leading to Sir Philip 
Chet wood's hall in Staffordshire, whofe fleward informed me, in the 
year 1761, that the man who planted them, (after he arrived to 
to man's eftate) only died the foregoing year. And to my owii 
knowledge, feveral of them are of (ufficient iize to make futtocks 
for * flap of the line, and are not more (according to my infor- 
mant) than between fixty and feventy years growth. 
• Another inftance worthy to be produced, and more worthy fo be 
imitated, is that of the late earl of Warrington, at his (eat in Dun- 
ham Maffie in Cheftiire, not lefs than one hundred thoufand oaks, 
dm'ind beech, left upon record, fliows the patriot Ipirit he was 
poflefled of. And when he was blamed by fbta* of his colleagues 
in power arid ability, for fquandering away fo much money, and 
destroying fo much land, which he would never live to enjoy the be- 
nefit of; hjs anfwer was, gentlemen, you may think it ftrange that 
I do thefe things ; but I have the inwafd fatisfaftion in my own 
bread:, the benefit of pttfterity $ and pointing to his groves— thefe, 
fays he, are my racere, my fighting cocks, my gaming-t&blcs and 
whores, and my furvivors will receive more than double the profit, 
than by any other method I could poflibly take 'for their in* 
tereft.*' ■,.'.•■-. . " • .? 

This was verified even in his life-time, for he had the fatisfatSfibn 
to fee the timber of his own planting, worth thofe man double the 
land if grew Upon. 

( *- P viewed thefe nwferies, the 8th of April 1763, when I was in- 
forrhecl by- hh ancient Servant in theffilmily/^ho was prefent atfome 
bf the &bove converfetioh, that he had only been- ddad four years^ 
or thereabouts. . " ; ' 

And there are vaft quantities that are worth more than two guinea* 
petf trte ; and dnfc in particular, within forty yards of the fmrth's 
feop, on the right ..Hand- ^nfcerihg die* jiark^ wtmRl make a walc- 
piece of the firft fort, for a fevcnty-four gun fhip ; tho* it is not fixty 

years 
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ypusgfow&u And it ia fuppofed* that in about thirty years more, 
the pofleflpr may cut down yeady* tv*o thousand pounds worth of 
timber for fifty years together, ' [j 

I am now; concerned in cutting dowji >, a coppice *>f five hundred 
trees, near Woorc, on the borders of Staffoohhire, which according 
to the beft information, are between Seventy and eighty years growth ; 
and *ajre what wpcall in the ,(hipwright£ term* excellent plank timber. 

I (hall give r an inffanpe more of an. oak tree, the property of 
Mr. Hugh Biding of W<jft Derby, about four tpiles from Liver- 
pool, which tree is in the fixtieth year of its growth, and is twenty- 
four inches diameter ; and according to all probability^ would have 
been much larger, but from the T damage -the kid tf oe has fufbtined, 
by one of its weigUticft ^and j ^fpoft ext^nfive , branches being broken 
off: in a hard gale of ,wmd* iftafvy yea« ago;, wjitteby.^he body of 
the tree is much fplit ; it is remarkable, that Mj. Ryding fowed the 
acron (that produced this oak;) in the fifteenth. year of his age, and is 

now living. ..,.., ? • .. -.., *j . . 

And in regard to : the q^ck growth, of iprinj woods that might be 
xpade ufe of for public utility in the prefent Scarcity, there are abut** 
dance of coppices in the north parts of Lancafhire, and other party 
of the kingdpm, apprppriated whplly to the ufe of the furnaces and 
forges which are regularly 4 cut down eyesy iburtpep .years, and fo ad* 
Yantagtoy» are : they to the poffeflbrs,- that they: yield .a much greater 
profit than by any other method they can poffibly receive from the 
land they grow upon ; fo that no regard is paid to ftandils, or produ- 
cing of timber, either for the navjr, or nterohanis fervice. 
. If the : noblemen and gentlemen, (Who are die owners of the 
lands that are fet apart for the ufe of 'the: furnaces and forges) would 
hut oonfider tliek own intereft inftead of the country , in general, 
having reafon to complain of the dc&ruftion of our woods and nur- 
ferifcs* which ha£ all .alerig be» thfc: oafe wherever furnaces and 
fbrgtt'hwre hitherto been ere&ed,. as Appeal by the different teftimo- 
nies already, doUsdod* they might be madfc thfe ooiy advantageous 

fcheme 



. icheme for a ftock of full-grown timber, by a proper occonomy and 
regulation, and the furnaces equally fuppliedwfth fuel to'-catrjr on 
their work, by adhering to the following, or (uch-Iike method. 

It is to '"be fuppofed, that whefe fpring-woods are raifed for the 
ufe of the furnaces, that a fufficient quantity are fet apart fa as to 
anfwer the confumption of the intended works ; which muft be re- 
gularly cut down every 'fifteen or twenty years, fb much as is fuffici-* 
ent for the carrying on the work each year, and conftantly incloied, 
fb as to recdve it fucceflive, progrfcffive, and annual fupply; l 
* If, on the cutting ' down of each coppice, the mod thriving fap- 
lings, at the diftance of eight yards from each other, were left as 

ftandils ; and at the end of the next fifteen years, the time wheri the 
coppice is fit fbr cutting the fecond time, particular regard ftdll to be 
paid to the grbwth of the ftandils. firft fe* apart, or intended for- the 
production of full-grown timber. 

By this means there' Would be 1 two full crops of underwood for the 
ufe of the furnaces ; at the fame time between thirty and forty years 
gfowtli gamed in th'e fta'nclils intended for timber : fb then it would 
be near fifty ydars before there would be any confiderable decreafe in 
the fpring-wood ; for by the fpreadiiig of the branches of the ~ftan- 
dils, and the rain-drop from them, the fpring-wood being fhaded 
from the influence of the Tun, muft naturally decreafe and die j but 
in Ueu thereof a ftately wood of full-grown timber, in about thirty 
or forty years more, would accrue for the benefit of. the owners, 
without coft, and only with the lofs of two crops of chord-wood ; 
the boughs of which timber* when cut down, if at eighty years 
growth, would fupply the place, or be near equal to one cnop or 
fifteen years growth of fpring-wood : fo that, in fa&; there would 
be little more than one crop loft ; and the fale of the timber would 
amount to more than the value of the whole land. 

And by fetting apart fo much more land as would only amount to 
two crops of fpring-wobd, more than the furnace or forge would 
natuf ally confume s by this means' the furnace would.be continually 

fupplied 
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fupplied with fpring-wood, the navy and merchants fervice fupplied 
with as much full-grown timber as the compafs of the land would 
admit of (as eight yards diftance is as near as timber-trees ought to 
(land one from another), and the owner of the land all the advantage 
of profit he could poffibly defire : and the greater the number of 
furnaces ere&ed upon a plan of this kind, would be an additional 
increafe of timber in the kingdom* 

But though this method appears to be very plain and practicable, 
and conducive of every advantage both to the landed intereft and the 
nation in general ; yet, without a law to enforce it, it would never 
be carried into execution. 

The chief objection that would arife to a fcheme of this kind, 
will be in thofe places, where the furnaces are fupplied from the dif- 
ferent diftrids of fmall proprietors of wood-land in the north part of 
Lancafhire, and elfewhere, who have a right by their leafes to cut 
down the fpring-wood, and raife it again for thtf ufe of the furnaces, 
but have no right to the timber growing on the land ; but even here 
the wifdom of the legiflators may provide a proper remedy for the 
fiifierers. 

Were the fpring- woods to be made ufe of for the benefit of full- 
grown timber, as well as for the ufe of the furnaces. and forges, 
under fuch regulations as the legiflators, in their wifdom, fhould think 
moft proper, not lefs than twenty years growth would be imme- 
diately faved ; and confcquently we fhould have a flock of full- 
grown timber twenty years fooner, from the (pring-woods through 
the kingdom, than by fowing the fame quantity of land with acorns ; 
which would be of material fervice, as our prefcnt flock is fo much 
exhaufted; and I don't doubt, but if the government, and the 
landed gentlemen, do but immediately take the fame into confident* 
tion, it will be clearly proved it is not too late* 
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